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Across all ages and activities, Tiger Balm is the leading name when it comes to muscle pain. 
A trusted herbal formulation with the warmth of tradition and comfort from the relief it gives.

A wide range to meet your needs. Gear up and go, you’re protected from head to toe!
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www.wakatobi.com

At Wakatobi, you don’t compromise 

on comfort to get away from it all. Our 

private air charter brings you directly to 

this luxuriously remote island, where all 

the indulgences of a five-star resort and 

luxury liveaboard await. This unmatched 

combination of world-renowned reefs 

and first-class luxuries put Wakatobi in a 

category all its own.

Contact a Wakatobi representative today 
email: office@wakatobi.com

“The reef systems here are some 

of the most pristine I have seen 

anywhere in my dive travels around 

the globe, and Wakatobi resort and 

liveaboard are second to none. The 

diversity of species here is brilliant if 

you love photography.”  

                                           ~ Simon Bowen 

An experience 
without equal
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The World’s Only Revolving Restaurant 
On Top Of A Flour Silo

Be greeted with magnificent panoramic views from all corners as you 
dine atop Prima Tower Revolving Restaurant. A taste of the classic Beijing 

cuisine and dim sum. Time to get your tastebuds rolling...!

201 Keppel Road Singapore 099419 www.primatower.com.sgTel: 6272 8822  |  Fax: 6272 8823

http://www.primatower.com.sg


“He stepped back, pleased with himself, as though he 
had elucidated an intricate theorem. ‘So that’s the rule 
to remember, the whole quilt is much more important 

than any single square.’” 
Rohinton Mistry

ASIAN Geographic can be found on board and  
at the following locations:

Rohinton Mistry’s A Fine Balance is a book I have read and reread, 
and recommended over and over. When Dinabai, the protagonist of the 
novel, creates a massive quilt out of cloth patches, happiness, sadness, 
experiences, and lives intertwine in a bigger picture – one that is 
ultimately made out of smaller memories. Very much so, in this issue, 
ASIAN Geographic commemorates 20 years as of 2019 by celebrating the 
richness and allure of companies and organisations, places and faces, all 
across 20 categories that have not only been in line with our publication’s 
themes and overall outlook, but also in the hearts of many around and 
beyond the region.

For the last two decades, we have been honouring Asia’s diversity and 
vastness, and continue to highlight and discuss every facet of this exciting 
region,from environmental issues to science, exploration, travel and of 
course, the different heritage, art and cultures that pulsate through the 
continent and reinforce our vision of bringing Asia to the world.

With this, we’d like to say thank you, reader, not only for venturing beyond 
borders with us, but also to have helped to deepen and broaden our 
collective understanding of this complex and colourful continent. After all, 
it may have been 20 years, but there is still so much to be discovered... 

Shreya Acharya
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More Protests Cause HK 
Government HQ to Close 
Text Shreya Acharya

Clad in black, close to 1,000 protesters, 
including prominent democracy activist 
Joshua Wong, gathered at the Hong Kong 
Central Government Offices in the early 
morning of June 21, 2019 in a peaceful 
protest to demand for Chief Executive 
Carrie Lam’s resignation as well as the 
complete withdrawal of the extradition 
bill that prompted mass protests a week 
earlier. In response to the protest, the 
Hong Kong government shuttered its 
headquarters temporarily as it told 
government employees to work from 
home instead to avoid the protests. 
 
https://bit.ly/33FRonD

Our Planet, Our Life: 
Cleaning Up Versova Beach 
Text Shreya Acharya

Instead of revelling in a much sought-after 
public holiday by having breakfast in bed 
or catching up on daytime TV, about 4,800 
Indians gathered at Mumbai’s Versova 
Beach on Wednesday, October 2, 2019 to 
pick up trash. ASIAN Geographic joined 
the efforts led by the UN Environment’s 
Champion of the Earth Adv. Afroz Shah.

https://bit.ly/2MIKo2s
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Text Shreya Acharya and Dorothy Clement

RENOWNED AIRLINES MOST VISITED CITIES TOP EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES CAMERA BRANDS CRITICALLY ENDANGERED ANIMALS ACCLAIMED FASHION BRANDS ISLAND TOURISM BEST 
5-STAR RATED HOTELS HERITAGE LANDMARKS FOOD & BEVERAGE COMPANIES OUTSTANDING LOCAL BRANDS NOTABLE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS & HUMANITARIAN 
GROUPS CAPTIVATING LITERATURE OF ASIA MOST POPULAR MOBILE BRANDS FAMED SPORTING GOODS COMPANIES PROMINENT CRUISES & LIVEABOARDS BUSIEST AIRPORTS 
EXQUISITE SPA RESORTS & VILLAS EXCEPTIONAL WATCH BRANDS RENOWNED AIRLINES MOST VISITED CITIES TOP EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES CAMERA BRANDS CRITICALLY 
ENDANGERED ANIMALS ACCLAIMED FASHION BRANDS ISLAND TOURISM BEST 5-STAR RATED HOTELS HERITAGE LANDMARKS FOOD & BEVERAGE COMPANIES OUTSTANDING LOCAL 
BRANDS NOTABLE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS & HUMANITARIAN GROUPS CAPTIVATING LITERATURE OF ASIA MOST POPULAR MOBILE BRANDS FAMED SPORTING GOODS 
COMPANIES PROMINENT CRUISES & LIVEABOARDS BUSIEST AIRPORTS EXQUISITE SPA RESORTS & VILLAS EXCEPTIONAL WATCH BRANDS RENOWNED AIRLINES MOST VISITED CITIES TOP 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES CAMERA BRANDS CRITICALLY ENDANGERED ANIMALS ACCLAIMED FASHION BRANDS ISLAND TOURISM BEST 5-STAR RATED HOTELS HERITAGE LANDMARKS 
FOOD & BEVERAGE COMPANIES OUTSTANDING LOCAL BRANDS NOTABLE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS & HUMANITARIAN GROUPS CAPTIVATING LITERATURE OF ASIA MOST 
POPULAR MOBILE BRANDS FAMED SPORTING GOODS COMPANIES PROMINENT CRUISES & LIVEABOARDS BUSIEST AIRPORTS 
EXQUISITE SPA RESORTS & VILLAS EXCEPTIONAL WATCH BRANDS RENOWNED AIRLINES MOST VISITED CITIES TOP EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES CAMERA BRANDS CRITICALLY ENDANGERED 
ANIMALS ACCLAIMED FASHION BRANDS ISLAND TOURISM BEST 5-STAR RATED HOTELS HERITAGE LANDMARKS FOOD & BEVERAGE COMPANIES OUTSTANDING LOCAL BRANDS NOTABLE 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS & HUMANITARIAN GROUPS CAPTIVATING LITERATURE OF ASIA MOST POPULAR MOBILE BRANDS FAMED SPORTING GOODS COMPANIES 
RENOWNED AIRLINES MOST VISITED CITIES TOP EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES CAMERA BRANDS CRITICALLY ENDANGERED ANIMALS ACCLAIMED FASHION BRANDS ISLAND TOURISM BEST 
5-STAR RATED HOTELS HERITAGE LANDMARKS FOOD & BEVERAGE COMPANIES OUTSTANDING LOCAL BRANDS NOTABLE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS & HUMANITARIAN 
GROUPS CAPTIVATING LITERATURE OF ASIA MOST POPULAR MOBILE BRANDS FAMED SPORTING GOODS COMPANIES PROMINENT CRUISES & LIVEABOARDS BUSIEST AIRPORTS 
EXQUISITE SPA RESORTS & VILLAS EXCEPTIONAL WATCH BRANDS RENOWNED AIRLINES MOST VISITED CITIES TOP EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES CAMERA BRANDS CRITICALLY 
ENDANGERED ANIMALS ACCLAIMED FASHION BRANDS ISLAND TOURISM BEST 5-STAR RATED HOTELS HERITAGE LANDMARKS FOOD & BEVERAGE COMPANIES OUTSTANDING LOCAL 
BRANDS NOTABLE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS & HUMANITARIAN GROUPS CAPTIVATING LITERATURE OF ASIA MOST POPULAR MOBILE BRANDS FAMED SPORTING GOODS 
COMPANIES PROMINENT CRUISES & LIVEABOARDS BUSIEST AIRPORTS EXQUISITE SPA RESORTS & VILLAS EXCEPTIONAL WATCH BRANDS RENOWNED AIRLINES MOST VISITED CITIES TOP 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES CAMERA BRANDS CRITICALLY ENDANGERED ANIMALS ACCLAIMED FASHION BRANDS ISLAND TOURISM BEST 5-STAR RATED HOTELS HERITAGE LANDMARKS 
FOOD & BEVERAGE COMPANIES OUTSTANDING LOCAL BRANDS NOTABLE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS & HUMANITARIAN GROUPS CAPTIVATING LITERATURE OF ASIA MOST 
POPULAR MOBILE BRANDS FAMED SPORTING GOODS COMPANIES PROMINENT CRUISES & LIVEABOARDS BUSIEST AIRPORTS 
EXQUISITE SPA RESORTS & VILLAS EXCEPTIONAL WATCH BRANDS RENOWNED AIRLINES MOST VISITED CITIES TOP EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES CAMERA BRANDS CRITICALLY 
ENDANGERED ANIMALS ACCLAIMED FASHION BRANDS ISLAND TOURISM BEST 5-STAR RATED HOTELS HERITAGE LANDMARKS FOOD & BEVERAGE COMPANIES OUTSTANDING LOCAL 
BRANDS NOTABLE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS & HUMANITARIAN GROUPS CAPTIVATING LITERATURE OF ASIA MOST POPULAR MOBILE BRANDS FAMED SPORTING GOODS 
COMPANIES PROMINENT CRUISES & LIVEABOARDS BUSIEST AIRPORTS EXQUISITE SPA RESORTS & VILLAS EXCEPTIONAL WATCH BRANDSPROMINENT CRUISES & LIVEABOARDS BUSIEST 
AIRPORTS EXQUISITE SPA RESORTS & VILLAS EXCEPTIONAL WATCH BRANDSRENOWNED AIRLINES MOST VISITED CITIES TOP EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES CAMERA BRANDS CRITICALLY 
ENDANGERED ANIMALS ACCLAIMED FASHION BRANDS ISLAND TOURISM BEST 5-STAR RATED HOTELS HERITAGE LANDMARKS FOOD & BEVERAGE COMPANIES OUTSTANDING LOCAL 
BRANDS NOTABLE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS & HUMANITARIAN GROUPS CAPTIVATING LITERATURE OF ASIA MOST POPULAR MOBILE BRANDS FAMED SPORTING GOODS 
COMPANIES PROMINENT CRUISES & LIVEABOARDS BUSIEST AIRPORTS EXQUISITE SPA RESORTS & VILLAS EXCEPTIONAL WATCH BRANDS RENOWNED AIRLINES MOST VISITED CITIES TOP 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES CAMERA BRANDS CRITICALLY ENDANGERED ANIMALS ACCLAIMED FASHION BRANDS ISLAND TOURISM BEST 5-STAR RATED HOTELS HERITAGE LANDMARKS 
FOOD & BEVERAGE COMPANIES OUTSTANDING LOCAL BRANDS NOTABLE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS & HUMANITARIAN GROUPS CAPTIVATING LITERATURE OF ASIA MOST 
POPULAR MOBILE BRANDS FAMED SPORTING GOODS COMPANIES PROMINENT CRUISES & LIVEABOARDS BUSIEST AIRPORTS EXQUISITE SPA RESORTS & VILLAS EXCEPTIONAL WATCH 
BRANDS RENOWNED AIRLINES MOST VISITED CITIES TOP EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES CAMERA BRANDS CRITICALLY ENDANGERED ANIMALS ACCLAIMED FASHION BRANDS ISLAND 
TOURISM BEST 5-STAR RATED HOTELS HERITAGE LANDMARKS FOOD & BEVERAGE COMPANIES OUTSTANDING LOCAL BRANDS NOTABLE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS & 
HUMANITARIAN GROUPS CAPTIVATING LITERATURE OF ASIA MOST POPULAR MOBILE BRANDS FAMED SPORTING GOODS COMPANIES PROMINENT CRUISES & LIVEABOARDS BUSIEST 
AIRPORTS EXQUISITE SPA RESORTS & VILLAS EXCEPTIONAL WATCH BRANDS RENOWNED AIRLINES MOST VISITED CITIES TOP EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES CAMERA BRANDS CRITICALLY 
ENDANGERED ANIMALS ACCLAIMED FASHION BRANDS ISLAND TOURISM BEST 5-STAR RATED HOTELS HERITAGE LANDMARKS FOOD & BEVERAGE COMPANIES OUTSTANDING LOCAL 
BRANDS NOTABLE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS & HUMANITARIAN GROUPS CAPTIVATING LITERATURE OF ASIA MOST POPULAR MOBILE BRANDS FAMED SPORTING GOODS 
COMPANIES RENOWNED AIRLINES MOST VISITED CITIES TOP EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES CAMERA BRANDS CRITICALLY ENDANGERED ANIMALS ACCLAIMED FASHION BRANDS ISLAND 
TOURISM BEST 5-STAR RATED HOTELS HERITAGE LANDMARKS FOOD & BEVERAGE COMPANIES OUTSTANDING LOCAL BRANDS NOTABLE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS & 
HUMANITARIAN GROUPS CAPTIVATING LITERATURE OF ASIA MOST POPULAR MOBILE BRANDS FAMED SPORTING GOODS COMPANIES PROMINENT CRUISES & LIVEABOARDS BUSIEST 
AIRPORTS EXQUISITE SPA RESORTS & VILLAS EXCEPTIONAL WATCH BRANDS RENOWNED AIRLINES MOST VISITED CITIES TOP EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES CAMERA BRANDS CRITICALLY 
ENDANGERED ANIMALS ACCLAIMED FASHION BRANDS ISLAND TOURISM BEST 5-STAR RATED HOTELS HERITAGE LANDMARKS FOOD & BEVERAGE COMPANIES OUTSTANDING LOCAL 
BRANDS NOTABLE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS & HUMANITARIAN GROUPS CAPTIVATING LITERATURE OF ASIA MOST POPULAR MOBILE BRANDS FAMED SPORTING GOODS 
COMPANIES PROMINENT CRUISES & LIVEABOARDS BUSIEST AIRPORTS EXQUISITE SPA RESORTS & VILLAS EXCEPTIONAL WATCH BRANDS RENOWNED AIRLINES MOST VISITED CITIES TOP 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES CAMERA BRANDS CRITICALLY ENDANGERED ANIMALS ACCLAIMED FASHION BRANDS ISLAND TOURISM BEST 5-STAR RATED HOTELS HERITAGE LANDMARKS 
FOOD & BEVERAGE COMPANIES OUTSTANDING LOCAL BRANDS NOTABLE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS & HUMANITARIAN GROUPS CAPTIVATING LITERATURE OF ASIA*LOGOS ARE NOT LISTED IN ORDER OF PRIORITY

CELEBRATING
OUTSTANDING BRANDS IN ASIA
From the skies to the seas, from inhaling fiction to expanding general knowledge, 
lounging in a hotel to devouring an appetising dish, this issue celebrates
ASIAN Geographic 20-year anniversary by honouring prominent and homegrown 
Asian brands alike, and attempts to compile the huge variety of local superstars in 
a celebratory salute.
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From weekend getaways to long expeditions, travelling 
brings you closer to the world. A good journey serves as a 
great precursor to a vacation or business trip, and the top 
picks in our airline category will ensure that you are well 
taken care of.
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Airlines in Asia
Renowned
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Cathay Pacific
Cathay Pacific was born when American 
and Australian ex-Air Force pilots Roy 
Farrell and Sydney de Kantzow obtained a 
licence to transport goods from Australia 
into post-war China in 1946. It was named 
as such because “Cathay” was the medieval 
name of China, derived from “Khitan”, 
and Farrell believed that they would one 
day fly across the Pacific. Almost 30 years 
later, the name finally made sense when 
the airline made the voyage, and today its 
fleet serves more than 90 destinations in 
countries across Asia, the Pacific, Europe, 
North America, the Middle East
and Africa.

HONG KONG

1960

Turkish Airlines

195 2

1946

1933

With Turkey’s position at the crossroads 
between East and West, the country’s 
national flag carrier, Turkish Airlines, 
flies to more countries as well as provides 
more non-stop flights than any other 
airline. While it isn’t considered large in 
terms of number of passengers, it is the 
largest carrier in the world by number 
of passenger destinations – some 315 in 
August 2019. The airline has sponsored 
several football clubs and athletes, and 
even partnered with Warner Bros in 2016 
to sponsor the film Batman v Superman: 
Dawn of Justice.

ISTANBUL, TURKEY

All Nippon Airways
Named Airline of the Year by Air 
Transport World in 2007 and a 5-star 
airline by Skytrax in 2013, All Nippon 
Airways (ANA) started competing as 
an international carrier in 1986 after 
decades serving the domestic market. It 
was commended by FlightOnTime.info 
as the most punctual scheduled airline 
from 2003 to 2006. ANA’s special liveries 
have delighted travellers over the years, 
especially its Star Wars- and Pokémon-
themed jets. The airline has also sponsored 
various pop-culture projects such as the 
Japanese film Happy Flight and Japanese 
television drama Good Luck!!

TOKYO, JAPAN

Thai Airways
Starting as a joint venture between 
Thailand’s former domestic carrier,
Thai Airways Company, and Scandinavian 
Airlines, Thai Airways has matured into 
one of the most respected and awarded 
airlines in the world. It was once the 
operator of two of the world’s longest non-
stop flights, from Bangkok to Los Angeles 
and to New York City, before high fuel 
prices and luggage weight limits resulted 
in long-haul services to America being 
discontinued. In 2011, Thai Airways was 
the first carrier in Asia to fly commercial 
flights using biofuels.

BANGKOK, THAILAND

CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE 
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Emirates
Backed by Dubai’s royal family, Emirates 
began operating in 1985 and soon became 
the largest airline in the Middle East, 
running over 3,600 flights per week from 
its hub at Dubai International Airport 
to more than 150 cities in 80 countries. 
From 2016 to 2017, the airline hosted the 
longest non-stop commercial flight, Dubai 
to Auckland, before it was bested by 
competitor Singapore Airlines by 1.5 hours. 
Emirates has been involved in various 
high-profile sponsorships, including 
the Emirates Air Line cable car in East 
London and the Warrington Wolves Super 
League rugby team.

DUBAI, UAE

Singapore Airlines
Ranked as the world’s best airline by 
Skytrax in 2018, and winning the top spot 
in “Best First Class”, “Best First Class 
Airline Seat”, and “Best Airline in Asia”, 
Singapore Airlines is undoubtedly the 
most sought-after airline in Asia. 
The usage of the “Singapore Girl”,
dressed in distinctive sarong kebaya 
uniform, as central in its corporate 
branding has served the airline well. Its 
hospitality and cabin service has been 
widely recognised with awards such as 
Skytrax’s “World’s Best Airline Cabin 
Crew” in 2019. Last year, the airline 
reclaimed the world’s longest non-stop 
flight, a journey of nearly 19 hours from 
Singapore to Newark.

SINGAPORE

EVA Air
EVA Air stands for “Evergreen Airways”, 
and they have certainly stood up to that 
name, evident from their five-star Skytrax 
rating. Flying since 1991, the airline has 
passenger and dedicated cargo services to 
over 40 international destinations in Asia, 
Oceania, Europe, and North America. 
EVA also has “Hello Kitty”-themed 
jets that fly within Asia, to Paris, and to 
Houston. Each of the specially painted 
aircraft has its own theme and design, and 
passengers enjoy more than 100 unique 
inflight service items.

TAIPEI, TAIWAN

Qatar Airways
Qatar Airways began flying in 1994 as a 
small, regional carrier. It was relaunched 
in 1997, and since then has become one 
of the fastest-growing airlines in the 
history of aviation. Today, it is one of the 
youngest global airlines to serve all six 
continents and has earned a 5-star rating 
from Skytrax. It is the official partner and 
airline of FIFA, and it sponsors the Qatar 
Tennis Federation Tournaments, CHI Al 
Shaqab equestrian competition, Sydney 
Swans Australian rules football club, and 
the Qatar Squash Federation. 

DOHA, QATAR

1993

1989

1985
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Air Astana
Established in 2001, Air Astana 
commenced its first commercial 
operations in 2002, leasing its first three 
Boeing 737s. By 2012, the Centre for 
Asia Pacific Aviation had recognised Air 
Astana as having “performed better in its 
first decade than just about any other
start-up carrier”. Dedicated to its mission 
to be one of the finest airlines in the 
world, Air Astana has enjoyed multiple 
industry awards, with Skytrax identifying 
the operator as the “Best Airline in 
Central Asia and India” since 2011.

ALMATY, KAZAKHSTAN

Etihad
Etihad Airways is the second-largest 
airline in the United Arab Emirates, after 
Emirates. The airline was established in 
2003 following a Royal Decree issued 
by Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
the Emir of Abu Dhabi, who wanted 
an airline for the capital. In 2008, at the 
UK’s Farnborough Airshow, Emirates 
declared that it had made the largest 
aircraft order in commercial aviation 
history. Its soaring success has allowed 
the airline to sponsor sports teams like 
Manchester City football club and the 
Mumbai Indians cricket team.

ABU DHABI, UAE

2003

2001
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Philipine  Airlines
MANILA, PHILIPPINES

Garuda Indonesia
The national airline of Indonesia was 
founded in 1947 as KLM Interinsulair 
Bedrijf and acquired the name “Garuda 
Indonesia” two years later. Today, it is a 
major airline and a member of the global 
airline alliance SkyTeam, operating in Asia, 
the Middle East, Australia and Europe.
Like the Garuda – the mythical giant bird 
in Hindu, Buddhist and Jain mythology – 
the airline has spread its wings to serve 
almost 100 destinations and continues to 
expand its services.

TANGERANG, INDONESIA

Founded in 1941 and noted as the first 
and oldest commercial airline in Asia, 
Philippine Airlines remains one of the go-
to operators for locals. The airline was the 
first to introduce fully flat bed seats, known 
as Skybeds, in 1980. The company’s partial 
acquisition by San Miguel Corporation 
in 2012 helped modernise and expand 
the airline, with an order that year for 
54 Airbus jets worth over USD7 billion 
being the largest aircraft deal in Philippine 
aviation history.

1941

FOUNDED

1989

1947

SilkAir
SINGAPORE

A full service regional airline and wholly 
owned subsidiary of Singapore Airlines, 
SilkAir covers 41 cities in 15 countries 
across Asia and Australia. It is also known 
to fly direct to less common, yet exciting 
destinations in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Singapore Airlines has announced that the 
SilkAir fleet will see major changes in its 
cabins from 2020 and will eventually fully 
merge into its parent company.

16
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A heavily indebted AirAsia was bought by 
Malaysian entrepreneurs Tony Fernandes 
and Kamarudin Meranun in 2001 for just 
one ringgit (around 25 US cents). By the 
following year, the partners had turned 
the company’s USD10 million debt into a 
profit, and today, AirAsia flies 174 planes 
to over 18 countries. The airline has been 
lauded as the world’s best low-cost carrier 
for 11 years in a row in international travel 
and airline awards. 

Founded in 2003, Jetstar is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Qantas, created in response 
to the threat posed by low-cost airline 
Virgin Blue. In 2006, Jetstar became the 
first Australian airline to allow customers 
to select their seat upon booking, marking 
a milestone and a guide for other carriers 
to follow.

“Aviation is for the 
common man. My goal 
is to enable everyone to 
fly. It shouldn’t be only 
for the rich.”

KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

1993

2006

FOUNDED

IndiGo
GURGAON, INDIA

Founded in 2006, IndiGo quickly 
surpassed flag carrier Air India and now 
enjoys a 40-percent share of the Indian 
market. It is also the largest low-cost carrier 
in Asia. With its simple tagline “on time”, 
IndiGo has placed a great emphasis on 
punctuality and seems to have delivered on 
that promise. In 2015, IndiGo broke records 
when it made the largest single order of 
Airbus aircraft – some 250 A320neo planes 
worth USD27 billion. 

Scoot
SINGAPORE

Scoot is the low-cost airline established 
by the Singapore Airlines Group after 
its announcement to create a low-cost 
subsidiary airline for medium- and long-
haul routes. It commenced operations in 
2012, and by 2017, it had also absorbed 
Tigerair. Its iconic bright white and yellow 
aircraft fly to more than 60 destinations in 
17 countries.

2003

2012

Malindo Air
MALAYSIA/INDONESIA

The name “Malindo” signifies a cooperative 
pact between Malaysia and Indonesia. 
The airline’s inaugural flight from Kuala Lumpur 
to Kota Kinabalu was in March 2013, with its 
first international flight to Dhaka, Bangladesh 
that same year. Today, Malindo services cities 
in Thailand, India, Indonesia, Singapore, and 
Nepal. Travellers can experience luxury in 
Malindo Air Business Class at low rates.

DID YOU KNOW

Tony Fernandes 
Founder of AirAsia

AirAsia Jetstar Airways
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2

2

4

4

3

3

87,131,973

14,670,000

passengers

arrivals

Tokyo, Japan

Singapore

TOKYO HANEDA 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

5

5

74,006,331

13,400,000

passengers

arrivals

Shanghai, China

Turkey

SHANGHAI PUDONG
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

89,149,387

15,930,000

passengers

arrivals

Dubai, UAE

UAE

DUBAI
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

1

1

Beijing, China

Thailand

BEIJING CAPITAL
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

100,983,290 

22,780,000

passengers

arrivals

74,517,402

13,790,000

passengers

arrivals

Hong Kong, China

Malaysia

HONG KONG 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

BANGKOK DUBAI SINGAPORE KUALA LUMPUR ISTANBUL
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Long transfers and airport transits, 
holiday destinations, or business hubs; most busy 
cities are entered through an airport. Here is a list of the 
busiest airports in Asia by number of passengers.

Asia has become a hot tourist destination, both by its 
citizens and those beyond its boundaries. Here is a list of 
the most visited cities in Asia by number.

Busiest Airports 

Visited Cities 

Asia in Numbers

Asia in Numbers



6

6

7

7

8

8

9

9

10

10

69,900,938

12,930,000

passengers

arrivals

68,350,784

11,250,000

passengers

arrivals

68,192,683

10,140,000

passengers

arrivals

66,908,159

10,000,000

passengers

arrivals

69,769,497

12,410,000

passengers

arrivals

Delhi, India 

Japan

Guangdong, China 

Turkey

Incheon, South Korea 

South Korea

Istanbul, Turkey

Japan 

Java, Indonesia 

Saudi Arabia

ISTANBUL ATATÜRK
 AIRPORT

INDIRA GANDHI 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

GUANGZHOU BAIYU 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

SEOUL INCHEON 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

SOEKARNO-HATTA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

TOKYO ANTALYA SEOUL OSAKA MECCA
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*NUMBER OF PASSENGERS PER YEAR / BASED ON 2018 FIGURES
SOURCE: AIRPORTS COUNCIL INTERNATIONAL (ACI) 
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Home to the fastest-growing cities of the world, Asia is thriving. 
But lest we forget, the Earth is also home to our animal friends, 
some of which are in great danger because of our desire to 
progress as a society.

Amur Leopard
The Amur leopard (Panthera pardus orientalis) 
knows no boundaries, and has been found crossing 
between China, Russia, and North Korea. It has the 
characteristics of most leopards with its tendency to 
thrive in solitude and its ability to run at high speeds. 
However, what sets the Amur leopard apart is its 
adaptation to the cold winters of the region. Today, 
there are only about 84 of these animals remaining 
in the wild, but with the hope its once critically 
endangered cousin – the Amur tiger – has given us, 
the Amur leopard population may still stand a chance 
of recovery.

RUSSIA

Wild Bactrian Camel 
About 1,400 wild Bactrian camels (Camelus ferus) 
live in northern China and southern Mongolia, in 
the Gobi Desert, and are a genetically different, 
much smaller species than the Bactrian camel 
(Camelus bactrianus). Technically speaking, the 
wild Bactrian camel is the only wild example of its 
kind in existence today, with others being largely 
domesticated. The wild Bactrian camel has been 
hunted for its meat and hide for over 200 years, 
and they are the eighth most endangered large 
mammals in the world. Plans for conservation are 
being discussed and implemented by the Wild 
Camel Protection Foundation.

CHINA / MONGOLIA
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Asia’s Critically



Bornean Orangutan
Deforestation and palm oil production have 
threatened the survival of the Bornean orangutan 
(Pongo pygmaeus), taking away more than half 
of its habitat in just the past two decades, and 
wiping out around half of its population in the 
last 60 years. While about 104,700 individuals 
swing from the forest trees, the northwest 
Bornean subspecies is in serious danger. It is 
estimated that only 1,500 individuals remain,
not only due to habitat loss, but also hunting.

MALAYSIA

Sumatran Elephant
Sumatran elephants (Elephas maximus sumatranus) 
are part of a noble effort, trudging through the forest 
and eating plants as well as expelling seeds, which 
are necessary for a productive ecosystem, and also 
indirectly helping other endangered species such as 
the Sumatran tiger, orangutan, and rhino. However, 
the approximately 2,500 individuals now left in the 
wild continue to be threatened by humans, which 
have already taken over more than 70 percent of 
their habitat and claimed their precious ivory. It is 
speculated that the entire population might go extinct 
within a decade.

INDONESIA

South China Tiger
The South China tiger (Panthera tigris tigris) 
has not been seen in the wild for about 
25 years. Hunted initially either as pests 
or for their fur, only 30 to 40 tigers were 
estimated to remain by 1987. Today, it is 
unclear if the tiger still roams the mountains 
of Sichuan, Guangdong, Hunan, Jiangxi 
and Fujian Provinces. While there is no 
concrete evidence of their existence outside 
of conservation habitats, we keep our fingers 
crossed and stay hopeful.

CHINA
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Javan Rhinoceros
The Javan rhinoceros (Rhinoceros sondaicus) once 
tromped through the forests of Northeast India and 
Southeast Asia until they were hunted all over the 
continent for their horns, which served traditional 
medicative purposes, and their hides, which were 
tough enough to be used as material for armour. 
Today, there are just 68 of these rhinos left, and they 
can only be found in Java, at Ujung Kulon National 
Park. While the rhino is protected from poaching, 
inbreeding has become its downfall due to the lack 
of genetic diversity, which ultimately affects their 
immune systems, signalling bad news in the long run.

INDONESIA

Yangtze Finless Porpoise
The Yangtze finless porpoise (Neophocaena 
phocaenoides) may have a cheeky smile plastered on 
its face, but its population decline is no laughing 
matter. Their habitats along the main Yangtze 
River channel and two interconnected lakes are 
being contaminated by around half of China’s 
total sewage discharge every year – a shocking 
35.3 billion tonnes of waste. This has affected the 
porpoise’s habitat as well as its food supply.
Their cousins, the Chinese river dolphin, or baiji, 
which occupied the same waterway, became 
extinct in 2006 due to these very reasons, and there 
is no guarantee that the porpoise will not face this 
same fate. Today, there are only about 500 to 1,800 
individuals left, and while they grin and bear their 
impending doom, conservationists are fighting to 
keep them alive.

CHINA / MONGOLIA

PHOTO: CHINA DAILY
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Saola
 VIETNAM/LAOS

Javan Rhinoceros

PHOTO: DAVID HULSE / WWF

Gharial
The gharial (Gavialis gangeticus) has been around for 
about 42 million years, and hence, has various folk 
and fairy tales to its name – where it is never the good 
guy. However, nothing makes it deserve the fate of 
having a population of just 300 to 900 individuals 
left in the wild. Gharials were once distributed from 
Pakistan to Myanmar, but can now only be found 
in just two percent of their previous range: in India, 
along the Chambal, Girwa, and Son Rivers, and in 
Nepal, along the Narayani River. Hunting for its skin 
and pollution of its habitat are responsible for its 
decline. The gharial is showing some signs of recovery 
in several national parks, and sightings have been 
reported in Bangladesh as well.

INDIA / NEPAL

Malayan Tiger
Initially mistaken as Indochinese tigers, Malayan 
tigers (Panthera tigris tigris) achieved their 
individual identity only in 2004. The national 
animal of Malaysia, it can only be seen on the 
Malay Peninsula and the southern tip of Thailand, 
but its habitats are constantly under threat due 
to logging and road development. The tigers 
are also killed or captured for sale on the black 
market, where their body parts are sought after for 
traditional medicinal purposes and also as a sign 
of wealth and status.

MALAYSIA / THAILAND

The saola (Pseudoryx nghetinhensis) might look like 
an antelope, but they are actually closely related 
to cows and buffalos. These animals are known 
as “Asian unicorns” due to their horns, and their 
rarity. They dwell in the Annamite Mountains of 
Vietnam and Laos, and stay close to rivers and 
valleys. The saola is now critically endangered due 
to climatic shifts, concurrent habitat loss, hunting, 
and the use of its fur and meat, and it is not known 
how many are remaining. With an estimated 
maximum of 15 subpopulations, and no more than 
50 animals in each, the total global population is 
around 750, but likely far fewer.
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It is said that a man is nothing without 
memories, and what better way to recollect 
than sift through photographs, new and old? 
Here is a list celebrating camera brands,
all of which that have helped to capture great 
moments in our personal and collective histories.
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Camera Brands
in Asia



1918

1917

ESTABLISHED
Beginning life as “Japan Optical 
Industries” with the merging of three 
leading optical manufacturers, the 
company was renamed Nikon Corporation 
in 1988 after its cameras. The year before,
it had begun working with NASA to create 
the first digital SLR, which was used on 
the Space Shuttle from 1991. The company 
has initiated many cultural activities and 
awards, such as holding exhibitions at the 
Nikon Salon in Japan and running the 
Nikkor Club for amateur photographers. 
Nikon has also provided sponsorships to 
various companies and events, including 
with Walt Disney World Resort and 
Disneyland Resort.

KEY PEOPLE: MAKOTO KIMURA, KAZUO USHIDA

Nikon
JAPAN

Formerly named Matsushita Electric 
Industrial, the company acquired the 
name Panasonic Corporation in 2008, 
after having become one of Japan’s largest 
producers of electronics equipment. The 
first cameras in Panasonic’s Lumix series 
were introduced in 2001, with 2008’s 
Lumix G1 being the first digital mirrorless 
interchangeable-lens camera featuring a 
Micro Four Thirds sensor. The company’s 
higher-end mirrorless GH line has 
established a reputation for high-quality 
“hybrid” cameras with both advanced 
photo and video capabilities.

FOUNDER: KONOSUKE MATSUSHITA

Panasonic
JAPAN

CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE 
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Asahi Optical Corporation, the company 
that would later become Pentax, built 
what is regarded as the first Japanese SLR, 
the Asahiflex, in 1952. Through the years, 
Pentax has achieved many firsts, including 
the first multicoated lenses in 1971 and the 
first weather-resistant compact camera, the 
Zoom 90-WR, in 1991. Having acquired 
over 90 percent of Pentax in 2007, Japanese 
optical products company Hoya closed the 
Tokyo factory and moved manufacturing 
operations to Southeast Asia, with lenses 
made in Vietnam and cameras produced in 
the Philippines. Copier and printer maker 
Ricoh bought the camera business four 
years later, but the “Pentax” brand name 
remains on the products.

FOUNDER: KUMAO KAJIWARA

Olympus Pentax
JAPAN JAPAN

CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE 

1919

1934

1919

Fujifilm was the first Japanese maker of 
photographic films and enjoyed a near 
monopoly on camera film in Japan for 
decades. In 1984, Fujifilm became one 
of the title sponsors for the Los Angeles 
Olympics, which opened up opportunities 
for the company to establish a film factory 
in the US and gain a considerable market 
share there. The company foresaw the 
switch from film to digital as early as the 
1980s, introducing the first of its successful 
FinePix line of digital cameras in 1998. Its 
more recent X-series enthusiast cameras 
and digital medium format professional 
cameras are now competing with the best.

KEY PEOPLE: SHIGETAKA KOMORI, 
SHIGEHIRO NAKAJIMA

Fujifilm
JAPAN

Originating as Takachiho Seisakusho, 
after the sacred peak of Mt. Takachiho 
where deities live according to Japanese 
mythology, the company soon acquired 
the more marketing-friendly moniker 
“Olympus”, after the home of the gods in 
Greek mythology. Initially specialising 
in microscopes and thermometers, the 
company introduced its first camera, the 
Semi-Olympus I, in 1936. Twenty years 
later, the company unveiled the innovative 
and highly portable Pen half-frame format, 
and by 1996, it was a market leader in 
digital cameras. With Eastman Kodak, 
Olympus created the smaller-format Four 
Thirds standard, again paving the way for 
more compact and portable cameras. 

FOUNDER: TAKESHI YAMASHITA

ESTABLISHED
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Set up after the end of World War II, 
Tokyo Telecommunications Engineering 
Corporation changed its name to 
“Sony” in 1958, after more than a decade 
in business. Looking for a romanised 
brand name to market the company 
internationally, the founders settled on 
a word blending the Latin word sonus, 
the root of “sonic” and “sound”, with a 
common slang term used in 1950s America 
to refer to a young boy, “sonny” – the 
Japanese loan word “Sonny boy” implied 
the smart and presentable young men 
that the founders considered themselves 
to be. Sony acquired the camera business 
of Konica Minolta in 2006 and entered 
the market for DSLR cameras. Despite 
this relatively late entry into the digital 
camera market, Sony has become the 
world’s third-biggest player, after Canon 
and Nikon.

FOUNDERS: MASARU IBUKA AND AKIO MORITA

Canon Sony
JAPAN JAPAN

Canon’s founding dates back to 1937, 
when it specialised in the manufacture 
of imaging and optical products under 
name “Precision Optical Instruments 
Laboratory”. In 1947, the company 
changed its name to Canon, which comes 
from Guan Yin (Kannon in Japanese), 
the Buddhist bodhisattva associated with 
compassion. Today, as a Fortune Global 
500 company, Canon is guided by its kyosei 
philosophy, which  focuses on living and 
working together for the common good. 
The company commits more than eight 
percent of its total revenue each year to 
research and development, and over the 
last 20 years, it is consistently among the 
top companies to earn the most number 
of patents. 

FOUNDERS: TAKESHI MITARAI, GORO YOSHIDA, 
SABURO UCHIDA, AND TAKEO MAEDA

1937

1946
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The name “Leica” derives from the 
founder’s surname, Leitz, and the first two 
letters of the word “camera”. Its first 35mm 
film prototypes were built in 1913, with the 
Ur-Leica becoming the first commercially 
available 35mm still camera. The Leica 
company progressed to manufacturing 
binoculars, rifle scopes, microscopes, 
and ophthalmic lenses. Leica’s expensive 
pricing is due to the fact that its cameras 
are handmade by highly skilled experts in 
Germany. Costing around USD4,000, the 
company’s latest model, the M-E  
(Typ 240), is one of the more affordable 
digital cameras in its M series. 

FOUNDER: ERNST LEITZ

GoPro’s American founder established the 
company after taking inspiration from a 
2002 surfing trip to Australia. The company 
is known for its HERO series of compact 
action cameras, but it has also extended its 
reach to developing mobile apps and video 
editing software. In 2015, the company 
made an easy-to-use editing application, 
GoPro Studio, available to users. The 
HERO8 cameras, released in October 
2019, are the latest GoPro products, with 
the “Black” model offering HyperSmooth 
video stabilisation, 4K recording at up to 
60 frames per second, and live streaming. 

FOUNDER: NICK WOODMAN

GoPro
USA

GERMANY

Leica
The Polaroid company was built around an 
innovative polarizing material developed 
by scientist and inventor Edwin Land, and 
its first products were polarising sunglasses. 
But Land’s company soon became famous 
for an entirely different kind of product, 
the instant camera. The first of its kind, the 
Model 95 Land Camera, went on sale in 
1948 and was an “instant” hit. Largely as a 
result of failing to anticipate the impact of 
digital cameras on its business, Polaroid 
filed for bankrupcy in 2001. However, as the 
company’s assets changed hands over the 
following years, the Polaroid name lived on, 
appearing on digital still cameras and video 
cameras, digital photo frames, and instant 
mobile printers. In 2017, the company brand 
and intellectual property were acquired by 
the Impossible Project, a company founded 
in 2008 to produce materials for Polaroid 
cameras after Polaroid’s own production 
ceased earlier that year. The Impossible 
Project was renamed Polaroid Originals 
and its instant cameras began carrying the 
Polaroid name once more.

FOUNDER: EDWIN H. LAND

Polaroid 
AMERICAFOUNDED

28

CELEBRATING OUTSTANDING BRANDS IN ASIA



C E L E B R A T I N G  2 0  Y E A R S  O F  B R I N G I N G  A S I A  T O  T H E  W O R L D

Best Moments of Asia 
Photo/Videography Competition 2020

 *T&C applies. For more details, visit

www.asiangeo.com/ioa

Be a part of our community! 
Asian Geographic Images of Asia (Asia Without Borders)  asiangeographic

WEST ASIA

India            01

Sri Lanka   02

Maldives     03

Bhutan        04 

CENTRAL ASIA

Kazakhstan / Uzbekistan  05

United Arab Emirates       06

Turkey     07

Qatar     08

EAST ASIA

Japan  09

Korea  10

China  11

Taiwan / 
Hong Kong   12

SUBMISSION DEADLINE

09.09.20

CALL FOR ENTRIES! CATEGORY:
Submit your best photos or videos of the following 
countries by scanning the QR code above.

JUDGING CRITERIA 
Vote for the top 20 
“Best Moments of Asia” 
entries simply by voting on 
www.asiangeo.com/ioa.

SOUTH-EAST ASIA

Philippines    13

Indonesia    14

Thailand    15

Malaysia    16

Myanmar    17

Brunei     18

Singapore    19

Vietnam / Laos / Cambodia  
    20

OBC Images of Asia 2019 - Call for Entry Poster FINAL_V1.indd   106 21/10/19   1:07 PM

http://www.asiangeo.com/ioa.SOUTH-EAST
http://www.asiangeo.com/ioa.SOUTH-EAST


30

With hopes of raising post-war youth self-
esteem through athletics, former military 
officer Kihachiro Onitsuka established 
Onitsuka Tiger in 1949. The company’s 
breakthrough product was a basketball 
shoe, released in 1951, that was inspired 
by the tentacles of an octopus, since 
its suction cup soles allowed players to 
acquire a better grip as they manoeuvred. 
In 1953, the company worked with 
Japanese marathon runner Toru Teresawa 
in developing a shoe that would prevent 
long-distance runners from developing 
blisters. Ahead of the 1968 Summer 
Olympics in Mexico City, Onitsuka Tiger 
introduced its distinctive crossed stripes 
design on the “Mexico 66” shoe. The 
design became the signature element of 
the ASICS brand, which was formed when 
Onitsuka Tiger merged with Japanese 
sporting goods makers GTO and Jelenk 
in 1977. 
  
FOUNDER: KIHACHIRO ONITSUKA

Onitsuka Tiger
JAPAN

1949

ESTABLISHED
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Clothes are an essential form of aesthetic 
expression, and every individual has their
style preferences. These acclaimed fashion 
brands cater across the board, and there is a 
garment for every person and occasion.

Fashion Brands
in Asia
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With the aim of integrating traditional 
materials, techniques and methods with 
cutting-edge technology, Issey Miyake 
followed its founder’s philosophy:
the creation of innovative clothing that 
was light, practical and washable – and 
crease-free. Garments are made from 
washi paper, rattan and bamboo, and his 
groundbreaking Pleats Please collection 
is inspired by origami-like patterns and 
steam-folded. Computer software is 
used to calculate the composition of 
different cotton and polyester weaves. 
Such trailblazing works earned Miyake the 
coveted Arts and Philosophy Kyoto Prize 
in 2006.  
 
FOUNDER: ISSEY MIYAKE

Issey Miyake
JAPAN

Japanese fashion designer Kenzo Takada 
moved to Paris in 1964 and established his 
namesake brand six years later. Kenzo’s 
colourful trademark derived from Takada’s 
Asian- and Japanese-influenced style with 
the construction of European fashion. After 
three decades at the helm of the company, 
Takada announced his retirement, and his 
brand has continued to grow under the 
guidance of young American designers 
Humberto Leon and Carol Lim, whose 
fun, cool-kid fashions have been worn 
by such celebrities as Beyoncé, Zooey 
Deschanel, and Spike Jonze.

Kenzo
JAPAN

KENZO TAKADA
Founder of Kenzo
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1970
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FUN FACT
Steve Jobs’ 
signature attire 
was the black 
turtleneck – by 
Issey Miyake.
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With the aim of rejuvenating the Chinese 
fashion of the 1920s and 1930s, Shanghai 
Tang was founded in an effort to create a 
global brand representing China. It has 
boldly embraced the concept of  “Made 
by Chinese” in being the first to bring 
authentic Chinese luxury to customers 
around the world. Embodying the rich, 
diverse culture of China, its stores offer 
a highly differentiated and vibrant retail 
concept that sets them apart. Despite 
being faced with multiple challenges due 
to its culture-fluid identity, the brand 
continues to focus on its niche: Oriental 
design and tailoring. 
  
FOUNDER: DAVID TANG

Shanghai Tang
HONG KONG

Aiming to fuse innovative design, 
functionality, and fashion elegance, Y-3 
was established as a collaboration between 
renowned Japanese fashion designer Yohji 
Yamamoto and the multinational sports 
brand Adidas in 2002. The “Y” stands for 
Yohji Yamamoto and the “3” represents 
Adidas’ three signature stripes, with the 
dash signifying the link between the two. 
Yamamoto’s brand, Y, had struggled to win 
the hearts of consumers in the 1970s due 
to its unique avant-garde style, but as Y-3, 
with the introduction of the iconic Qasa 
sneaker design, the brand revolutionised 
the industry, creating a new sportswear 
category in fashion.
  
FOUNDER: YOHJI YAMAMOTO

Y-3

One of the world’s most luxurious brands 
of shoes, handbags, accessories, and 
fragrances, Jimmy Choo was founded by 
UK-based Malaysian fashion designer 
Jimmy Choo, and his niece Sandra Choi 
is now the company’s creative director. 
The brand’s appearance in TV shows and 
films such as Sex And The City and The Devil 
Wears Prada helped fuel the company’s 
rapid expansion, aided in no small part by 
the most famous fan of its shoes of all – 
Diana, Princess of Wales. The brand has 
won numerous accolades, including from 
the British Fashion Council Awards and 
Nordstrom Partners In Excellence. 
Jimmy Choo continues to empower a sense 
of glamour and a playfully daring spirit 
across its fiercely loyal consumer base.
  
FOUNDERS: JIMMY CHOO AND TAMARA MELLON

Jimmy Choo
MALAYSIA

JAPAN

1996

1994

2002

ESTABLISHED
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Upholding a solid reputation as 
Singapore’s finest made-to-measure tailor, 
CYC has been an undeniable pioneer in 
the local fashion scene. Through the years, 
CYC has stayed true to sustaining the 
country’s valuable heritage by tailoring 
garments that inspire style and confidence 
in the wearer. Not insignificantly, CYC 
was also the tailoring business that made 
former Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew’s 
shirts. The strategic location of its flagship 
store at the Capitol Piazza, a heritage 
building in Singapore, reflects the elegance 
and timelessness of the tailoring business. 
Alongside other local designers, CYC 
recently participated in Singapore Stories 
2019, which marked the celebration of the 
200th anniversary of Stamford Raffles’ 
arrival in 1819. The brand showcased 
two main prints, the “Mangrove Forest” 
and the “Concrete Jungle”, to celebrate 
Singapore’s natural and man-made beauty. 

FOUNDER: CHIANG YICK CHING

SINGAPORE

CYC
Started as a family-run home 
industry, Batik Keris is the 
biggest batik and Indonesian 
souvenir retailer in the 
country. The company’s 
exceptional attention to 
detail in creating sleek 
and modern textile products 
has upheld the centuries-old 
tradition of batik design. With 
the success of its clothes and 
fabrics, Batik Keris expanded 
into the production of high-quality 
traditionally inspired products, from 
handbags and home decorations, to 
aromatherapy collections and souvenirs 
typical of the archipelago.
 
FOUNDER: KASOEM TJOKROSAPUTRA 

Batik Keris
INDONESIA

1935

1947

Locally Popular Brands (Southeast Asia)
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Bench kicked off its successful business as a men’s clothing 
store. Founder Ben Chan’s idea to partner with SM Mall of 
Asia, a renowned shopping mall in the Philippines with average 
foot traffic of 350,000 to 400,000 per day, quickly propelled the 
business and allowed it to capture a broader customer base. 
Bench has since expanded its business by offering women’s 
clothing, fragrances, and body accessories. The company 
spearheaded the use of celebrity endorsers, TV, and giant 
billboards to drive a fashion brand that offers premium quality 
products at affordable prices. Instrumental in transforming 
Filipino fashions, the brand now reaches markets in China, the 
Middle East, and the US.

FOUNDER: BEN CHAN

PHILIPPINES

Bench

Focusing on comfortable and effortless dressing for both men 
and women, British India’s clothing line takes its inspiration 
from the rich history of the British Colonial Era, combining 
extravagance and colour with a large dose of romanticism. 
The brand’s special attention on detailed embroidery, vibrant 
fabrics and elegant cuts has won the hearts of consumers in 
Malaysia and Singapore, expanded into Thailand and the 
Philippines, and has an eye on Europe. In addition to carrying 
its clothing lines, larger British India stores offer its wide range 
of home furnishings. 

FOUNDER: PAT LIEW

British India 
MALAYSIA

Locally Popular Brands (Southeast Asia)

1987FOUNDED

1994
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Billionaire businessman Tadashi Yanai, Japan’s richest man, is 
the founder and president of Fast Retailing, of which Uniqlo 
is its primary subsidiary. Yanai’s father owned Ogori Shoji, 
a roadside tailor shop in Yamaguchi, which Yanai evetually 
took over. Yanai ventured out in 1984, opening his first store 
in Hiroshima under the name “Unique Clothing Warehouse”. 
The company was to be registered as a contraction of “unique 
clothing” but an administrative error – where the “c” was 
misread as a “q” – resulted in the name being misspelled as 
“Uniqlo”. However, the name stuck, and Uniqlo has become 
the brand we all know and love today.

FOUNDER: TADASHI YANAI

JAPAN

Uniqlo

Giordano was named after a pizza parlour that founder 
Jimmy Lai once dined at, as he thought that the name would 
subconsciously evoke images of Italian fashion in the minds 
of passersby. Lai came from a humble background, and was 
smuggled into Hong Kong as a 13-year-old, where he worked in 
a clothing factory as a child labourer. He eventually rose to the 
role of factory manager, and in 1975, used his annual wage bonus 
to buy out a bankrupt garment factory, subsequently naming 
it Giordano. A well-known brand name today, Giordano has 
markets across Africa, Asia, Oceania, Europe, and the Americas.

FOUNDER: JIMMY LAI

Giordano
HONGKONG

Locally Popular Brands (East Asia)

1949FOUNDED

1981



Lee Kum Kee
HONG KONG

Chinese cuisine is known for the marriage 
of sweet and savoury, and oyster, soy, 
hoisin, and XO sauces amongst many 
others carry these flavours through. 
Founded in 1888, Lee Kum Kee is a 
prominent brand in the condiment aisle 
and trusted around the globe for their 
range of over 200 different products. This 
family business has expanded not only in 
Southeast Asia, but also to North America, 
Europe, and Australia. In 2017, the company 
purchased the “Walkie-Talkie” skyscraper 
in London for nearly USD1.7 billion – one 
of the highest amounts ever paid for a single 
building. Saucy stuff!

FOUNDER: LEE KUM SHEUNG

Food & Beverage Companies 
in Asia
Food conjures the tastes of childhood and comfort; it is the centre 
of a party and it can help in soothing a broken heart. Here is a list 
of food and beverage companies in Asia, near and dear to  
our hearts.

It is 1933. Decked in a white singlet and blue 
rubber flip-flops, a man trawls the streets 
to find a spot where he can sell his freshly 
barbequed pork. The aroma, texture, and 
distinctiveness of the dish start attracting 
many, and orders escalate drastically 
during Chinese New Year. Thus, bakkwa 
was born. From its humble beginnings 
in Singapore, Bee Cheng Hiang now has 
outlets across Cambodia, China, Hong 
Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Macau, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, South Korea, Thailand and 
Taiwan. Prawn rolls, sausages, and cuttlefish 
are other popular items on the menu, but 
their signature bakkwa, or pork jerky, is a 
classic that is still going strong, whether as a 
traditional festival favourite, a gift, or simply 
as a delicious treat to devour.

FOUNDER: TEO SWEE EE

Bee Cheng Hiang
SINGAPORE

Well known in Asia and beyond, Indomie 
brings the taste of Indonesian cuisine 
to you in barely two minutes, from the 
comfort of your own wok. Since the 
1970s, nighttime noodle cravings have 

been answered, and today, there 
are 38 flavours to keep the palate 

interested. Indomie commands 
70 percent of the instant noodle 
market in Indonesia, and it is 
the household name for instant 
noodles not only nationally, 

but also regionally. Its distinct 
branding, cost and taste make it a 

staple in many Asian kitchens, and 
rightfully so.

FOUNDER: SUDONO SALIM

Indomie
INDONESIA

CELEBRATING OUTSTANDING BRANDS IN ASIA
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Kara Coconut Cream

Meet Kara, the coconut specialists. 
Whether you are looking to make dishes 
rich in taste, or enjoy a natural form of 
hydration packed with nutrients after a 
sweat session, the good people at Sambu 
Group (the producer of Kara products) 
have you covered. The coconut has 
finally been getting the recognition it 
deserves as of late, as what hides inside 
its tough, green shells is a GMO-, dairy-, 
lactose-, cholesterol-, and preservative-
free nutritional profile that is bursting 
with healthy medium-chain fatty acids 
(MCFAs).

With Kara, a name aptly derived 
from the Indonesian term kelapa 
rakyat, which translates to “the people’s 
coconut”, all bases are covered - whether 
it is forthe benefit of the consumer, the 
farmer, or environmental, social and 
economic sustainability.

INDONESIA

Started in 1967 by Mr Tay Juhana, the 
late Singaporean-born founder of Sambu 
Group who ventured to Indonesia in search 
of a holistic business, Kara products are 
produced in three factories located in Riau 
province today. Upholding its late founder’s 
vision of creating quality products that 
combine integrity and innovation without 
overlooking sustainable practices and social 
inclusion, the group toils to go above and 
beyond the standards of the norm to ensure 
environmental conservation methods that 
concern forest restoration, recycling and 
reusing, and preserving a healthy ecosystem. 
Sambu Group also continues to have the 
hearts of local coconut farmers in mind, 
driven by an unfaltering faith in their craft.

“What’s in a coconut?” you may have 
wondered. Here is the answer, to you and to 
our future, of habitat and health.

FOUNDER: TAY JUHANA

Revitalising You Alongside the Tree of Life

www.sambugroup.com 
www.kara-coconut.com
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There is no doubt that instant noodles 
have made life much more convenient: 
They are the answer to hangovers, ideal 
when you’re in a time crunch, or the 
perfect accompaniment to a lazy day. But 
who brought this marvellous invention to 
life? The instant noodle as well as the cup 
noodle were the brainchild of Taiwanese-
Japanese inventor Momofuku Ando in 
1958. He had founded Nissin Foods in 
1948, presumably unaware that he would 
be making history just a decade later. 
Today, Nissin Foods has offices around 
the world, including Hong Kong, India, 
Hungary, Brazil, Germany, China, Thailand, 
and Mexico, as well as a base of adoring 
consumers way beyond the borders of Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas.

FOUNDER: MOMOFUKU ANDO

Nissin Foods
JAPAN

The bubble tea craze has taken the world by 
storm. With China’s strong tea culture, it is 
no surprise that Chinese chain HeyTea was 
behind the innovative “cheese tea”, a unique 
combination of high-quality tea topped 
with frothy, blended cream cheese. Founder 
Neo Nie may only be 28, but he has now 
established some 170 stores across China 
and one in Singapore since opening his 
first tea shop in Jiangmen, China, in 2012. 
These days, HeyTea has snaking queues 
with people waiting up to seven hours to 
get their precious beverages! Each store 
can sell more than 2,000 cups of tea a day 
and revenues topped 1 billion yuan (about 
USD150 million) last year. The brand is 
already collaborating with big names such 
as L’Oreal, and HeyTea is expected to 
continue to grow across Asia. 

FOUNDER: NEO NIE

HeyTea
CHINA

A staple in Asian cuisine, rice has been 
Tong Seng Produce’s core product since 
their establishment in 1990. Despite the 
company initially having to personally 
sell stocks to individual provision shops, 
SongHe – their flagship brand of rice – 
gradually gained a wide acceptance in the 
market thanks to its exceptional quality 
and the company’s unfaltering operations 
team. With the increase in demand, Tong 
Seng Produce Pte Ltd expanded their 
rice sources from Thailand to Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Japan, Korea, USA, Pakistan, 
and India in order to offer consumers more 
variety. They also opened the first and only 
chilled warehouse in Singapore, which 
replaced the traditional method of chemical 
fumigation to counter the growth of rice 
weevils, reinforcing their mantra: Good 
Man, Good Deeds, Good Rice. In recent years, 
their product offerings have expanded to 
include sugar, wheat flour, and cooking oil. 

FOUNDER: MR NG

Tong Seng 
Produce Pte Ltd

SINGAPORE

CELEBRATING OUTSTANDING BRANDS IN ASIA
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Lotte chocolates make the classic gift 
because of their exquisite taste and 
beautiful packaging. However, the company 
behind them, founded by a native of Korea 
living in Tokyo, actually made a name for 
itself selling chewing gum – in Japan. Not 
only wildly popular amongst Japanese 
consumers, it also became one of the first 
brands in Japan to sponsor TV programmes 
and even the country’s Antarctic Research 
Expedition Team. Lotte’s founder had 
not forgotten his Korean roots, however, 
and in 1967, he set up shop in Seoul as 
Lotte Confectionery. Today, the Korean 
company is the third-largest chewing gum 
manufacturer in the world, teasing palates 
for more than 70 years.

FOUNDER: SHIN KYUK-HO

Lotte Confectionery
SOUTH KOREA

When you mention fried chicken in Asia, 
one pictures a redheaded bee wearing a 
chef ’s hat – well before a hefty, moustached 
man comes to mind. Jollibee stemmed 
from an ice cream parlour opened in 1975 
in Quezon City. It then started serving 
sandwiches and hot meals, and finally, 
in 1978, transitioned into the fast food 
restaurant we know today. From then till 
now, Jollibee triumphs big fast food chains 
with its distinct taste inspired by American 
cuisine but with its Filipino zing intact. 
Jollibee extended beyond crispy chicken 
and launched its own TV programme, 
Jollitown, which ran from 2008 to 2013. 
Today, Jollibee serves customers around 
Asia and Europe via 1,200 outlets, pleasing 
not only Filipinos with its homegrown 
taste, but also those around the region and 
across the seas.

FOUNDER: TONY TAN CAKTIONG

Jollibee
PHILIPPINES

Meiji
Hello Panda and Yan Yan biscuits are 
probably the pinnacle of childhood 
snacktime, and still enjoyed by many 
children and adults alike – within Japan 
and beyond. It is safe to say that makers 
Meiji are one of the best-known Asian 
dairy and confectionery companies, and 
their treats as well as dairy products such 
as milk and yoghurt are household staples. 
Their innovative ideas move beyond 
a pleasurable aesthetic by thinking of 
Japan’s ageing population and catering to 
them through the creation of optimally 
sized and easily held packaging as well as 
nutritional needs, without compromising 
on taste. With products packed with 
flavour and healthy probiotics, we have a 
gut feeling that the company will continue 
to soar whilst nurturing its consumers.

FOUNDER: HANJI SOMA

JAPAN

Parle began in 1928 with just 12 employees, 
and their first biscuit, the iconic Parle-G 
(G for Gluco) was baked in 1938. Enjoyed 
in its crunchy glory or slightly softened 
after dipping in tea, it has been a staple 
breakfast or snack item not only in India, 
but also across continents, from Asia, 
to Africa, to Europe. In 1941, Parle also 
introduced the first salted cracker in India 
– Monaco – and five years later made 
India’s longest oven, at some 76 metres, to 
accommodate its growing range and rising 
sales. Between 2011 to 2016, Parle-G was 
the world’s number one selling biscuit, 
surpassing Oreo. Today, Parle 
has factories in India as well as 
Cameroon, Nigeria, Ghana, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Ivory Coast, 
Nepal, and Mexico, ensuring 
enough Gluco goodness for 
the entire world.

FOUNDER:  MOHANLAL DAYAL

Parle Products
INDIA
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Cabbages & Condoms
A sociosexual-inspired restaurant
In part to promote a better understanding 
and acceptance of family planning, 
Cabbages & Condom Restaurant was 
established to support activities of the 
Population and Community Development 
Association (PDA) in Thailand. And 
the restaurant’s name, you ask? Well, the 
founder believes that birth control should 
be as accessible and as easy to buy as 
vegetables at the market. As you might 
expect, the restaurant uses jokes and fun 
visuals in its efforts to raise awareness about 
issues such as safe sex, family planning, 
and HIV/AIDS. Its interior is wonderfully 
decorated with colourful art pieces and 
intricately-made statues – made from 
condoms. And to round off this fascinating 
dining experience? Naturally, after settling 
their bill, diners receive free condoms! 

10 Sukhumvit Soi 12, Sukhumvit, Klongtoey, 
Bangkok 10110, Thailand 

THAILAND

Unique Restaurants in Asia 

Kayabukiya Tavern
The monkey business
Has curiosity struck you like Curious 
George? Or have your feet been itching for 
a food adventure with Boots? Then look 
no further, as Kayabuki Tavern dishes you 
up traditional Japanese cuisine served by 
monkeys! According to restaurant owner 
Kaoru Otsuka, his two pet macaques learned 
to serve customers by watching him work. 
Due to food safety regulations, the monkeys 
are actually only tasked with delivering 
hand towels and bottled beers, whereas 
food is served by human staff members, but 
it’s still quite an experience. The monkeys 
“work” only between 7pm and 9pm, so 
don’t miss the chance and make reservations 
beforehand to catch these adorable primates 
in action. And don’t worry: They won’t steal 
your food here!
 
321-0983 Tochigi-ken, Utsunomiya-shi, 
Miyukihoncho, 4688, Japan

JAPAN

Soneva Kiri  
Treepod Dining
Treepod dining
Dream of a getaway from the city’s 
skyscrapers? Then immerse yourself in 
breathtaking views of the Gulf of Thailand 
while savouring a hearty meal atop a 
pod at Soneva Kiri. This luxury resort, 
hugely popular with couples celebrating 
honeymoons and anniversaries, promises 
privacy for its guests as they dine about six 
metres off the ground. Aside from diners, a 
personal waiter will be the only other person 
accessing the pod – and he delivers freshly 
prepared dishes via zipline.
 
110 Moo 4, Koh Kood Sub-District, Koh Kood 
District, Trat 23000, Thailand

THAILAND

CELEBRATING OUTSTANDING BRANDS IN ASIA
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Prima Tower Revolving Restaurant 
Tracing its roots from 1977, Prima Tower 
is the only Chinese revolving restaurant 
in Singapore that combines top Beijing 
cuisine with spectacular views. Nestled 
on top of a grain silo, the restaurant 
is designed to provide diners with 
magnificent panoramic views of Sentosa 
Island, Mount Faber, Singapore’s harbour, 
and more. 

Hong Kong Master Chef Chan Sung Og
plays a crucial role in boosting the popularity 
of the restaurant. In 1969, he started his 
apprenticeship under Mr Zou Cunfu, 
formerly one of the Four Renowned Chefs of 
China. He is today the restaurant’s Executive 
Chef and also a Committee Member of the 
Restaurant Association of Singapore. Both 
Chef Chan and Prima Tower have received 
numerous awards such as the International 
Famous Master Chef for Chinese Cuisine 
Award by World Association of Chinese 
Cuisine and the Royal Copenhagen Top 
Restaurant Award. Chef Chan’s long years of 
culinary experience is truly a testament to the 
famed authentic Beijing fare of Prima Tower 
Revolving Restaurant.

SINGAPORE

Today, the restaurant continues its legacy 
of serving up delectable classic Beijing 
delicacies such as the Authentic Barbecued 
Peking Duck and the Three Non Stick. 
One of the specialties of Chef Chan is the 
Shredded Scallops with Fish and Egg White 
dish, which tastes just like crab meat!
The menu also offers a delicious selection 
of Cantonese favourites. Chef Chan’s latest 
creation showcases the delicately-made 
Dim Sum. Truly a feast for your senses!

Business Hours
Lunch: 11.00am – 2.30pm (Mon – Sat)

10.30am – 2.30pm (Sun & PH)
Dinner: 6.30pm – 10.30pm (Mon – Sun & PH)
  
201 Keppel Road Singapore 099419
Tel 6272 8822
Fax 6272 8823
 
Website: www.primatower.com.sg 

LEFT
Shredded Scallops 
with Fish and
Egg White

BOTTOM LEFT 
TO RIGHT
New exquisite
Dim Sum creation

Authentic Barbecued 
Peking Duck – crispy 
skin and perfectly 
roasted meat, served 
with homemade 
sauce and crunchy 
cucumber slices 
wrapped in a thin 
Chinese pancake

Three Non Stick
– a traditional 
northern Chinese 
dessert made from 
egg yolks, sugar 
and flour

Hong Kong Master 
Chef Chan Sung Og
 

Dining with a view
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Listening with the eyes
Founded after the success of its sister 
company, “Noir. Dining in the Dark”, with 
the employment of blind and visually-
impaired staff, “Blanc. Restaurant” was 
created to improve the self-confidence 
and career trajectory of the deaf and 
hearing-impaired community. It is 
estimated that 3,550 people are deaf or 
hearing-impaired in Ho Chi Minh City 
alone, not to mention the fact that around 
65 to 70 percent are without jobs. The 
restaurant’s concept of ordering meals 
through sign language has helped boost 
awareness about the deaf and hearing-
impaired community in the region. 
Making your order isn’t difficult, though, 
as there are pictograms on the menu and 
guidebooks are provided at every table, 
not to mention the enthusiastic support 
from the staff. Made with a combination of 
Eastern and Western cooking techniques 
and ingredients, the restaurant’s dishes 
are a feast for the eyes and always smell 
and taste delicious – making one wonder 
whether the flavours are heightened when 
eating in a silent environment.
 
178/180D Hai Ba Trung, Da Kao, District 1,
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 

Blanc. Restaurant
 VIETNAM

Dinner In The Sky
Death-defying dining experience
Indulge in a marvellous dinner 
overlooking the magnificent Petronas 
Twin Towers while being suspended 
50 metres up. Dinner In The Sky offers 
a three-course dinner daily to lucky 
guests for one hour and is the only 
restaurant in Southeast Asia serving 
a dining experience in the sky. It only 
takes a limited number of diners on a 
trip to the sky twice a night, between 
the times of 6.30pm to 7.30pm and 8pm 
to 9pm. The experience is popular with 
product launches, press conferences, and 
corporate engagement. Absolutely the 
perfect place to transform an ordinary 
event into a magical, once-in-a-lifetime 
occasion!

No 231, Jalan Bukit Bintang 55100
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

MALAYSIA

“The Sky platform is perfect for 
anyone who wishes to transform 
an ordinary event or meeting 
into a magical, once-in-a-lifetime 
occasion that will leave a lasting 
impression on their guests.”

The Bar Stock
Exchange
Trade in alcohol and spirits
With branches across India, The Bar Stock 
Exchange is a fun concept that allows 
customers to trade in drinks in an experience 
similar to trading on the stock market floor. 
The result is a changing menu where drink 
prices go up or down in real time based on 
demand! A specially developed app was even 
created to allow customers to monitor prices 
and order in real time. The drinks menu and 
prices are also displayed on screens placed 
strategically in all sections of the bar. Just 
don’t indulge too much or who knows what 
you might end up paying for your drinks! 
 
3rd Floor, Kenilworth Building, Linking Road, 
Bandra West, Mumbai 400050, India

INDIA
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Asahi
Founded as the Osaka Beer Company, 
Asahi Breweries adopted German 
brewing techniques to produce a beer 
fit for its local drinking scene. German 
prisoners worked in the brewery during 
World War I, a reminder that the 
company has been through not one but 
two world wars, and yet has kept its status 
as Japan’s top brew since 1903. Asahi Dry, 
the company’s first and most popular 
brew, makes sense given Japan’s strong 
food culture, as its smooth and dry taste 
pairs perfectly with the subtle, delicate 
flavours of the nation’s cuisine.

FOUNDER: KOMAKICHI TORII

JAPAN

Sapporo
JAPAN

With a keen mind and bold spirit, Seibei 
Nakagawa, the founder of Sapporo 
Breweries, left Japan when he was 17 years 
old in search of adventure. He landed in 
Germany, where he learned the craft of 
brewing, and the rest is history. In Asia, 
everyone knows Sapporo for its crisp 
flavour and clean finish. When Sapporo 
expanded into the American market in 
1964, it established its position as the 
number one selling Asian beer in the 
US, and the brand continues to hold the 
ranking to this day. Experience counts in 
this business, and with some 143 years of 
history, Sapporo beer is definitely among 
the best!
 
FOUNDER: SEIBEI NAKAGAWA

San Miguel
PHILIPPINES

During Spanish rule in the Philippines, 
businessman Enrique María Barreto 
founded La Fábrica de Cerveza San Miguel 
in Manila, under a Spanish Royal Charter 
that officially permitted the brewing of 
beer in the country. It was renamed San 
Miguel Brewery in 1913. In 2007, it became 
a subsidiary of San Miguel Corporation, 
and two years later, almost half of it was 
acquired by Kirin Holdings. However in 
2010, San Miguel Brewery managed to 
acquire full ownership of brewing business, 
which allowed the company to combine its 
national and international markets. Today, 
it is the Philippines’ largest brewery with 
an overwhelming share of the market.

FOUNDER: ENRIQUE MARÍA BARRETO

We stand by the fact that Asians can do beer. Bitter or 
hoppy, stouts or lagers – we do them all! Have a refreshing 
cold glass of Asia’s favourite drink with us as we navigate 
through this list of Asian beers.

Asian Beers of the World

1876

1890

ESTABLISHED

1889

43



    

Taiwan Beer
Taiwan Beer is brewed by the Taiwan 
Tobacco and Liquor Corporation (TTL), 
and has become a significant Taiwanese 
icon. In 1901, under Taiwan’s Japanese 
rulers, the Monopoly Bureau of the 
Taiwan Governor’s Office controlled all 
alcohol and tobacco products sold in 
Taiwan. The forerunner of Taiwan Beer 
was called Takasago Beer, brewed by the 
Monopoly Bureau through the Takasago 
Malted Beer Company. After World War 
II, the Chinese Nationalists preserved the 
monopoly system for alcohol and tobacco, 
and in 1946, the name “Taiwan Beer” was 
adopted. Interestingly, the distinctive 
flavour for which the beer is known is a 
result of the Formosa rice added to the 
fermentation process, which was first 
introduced in the 1960s. 

TAIWAN

1903

ESTABLISHED

1929

1922

Bintang Beer
Bir Bintan, or Bintang Beer, was first 
known as Java Bier and was initially 
established by Nederlandsch-Indische 
Bierbrouwerijen during Dutch colonial 
rule in Indonesia. Following Indonesian 
independence in 1949, the brewery was 
renamed Heineken’s Indonesian Brewery 
Company. In 1957, the Indonesian 
government took over the brewery, 
retaining control for the next decade, but 
Heineken eventually resumed operations. 
Today, Bintang is seen as an Indonesian 
version of Heineken, with a similar taste 
and look, right down to its packaging.

INDONESIA

Tsingtao
Between 1898 and 1914, Germany 
controlled the eastern Chinese city of 
Qingdao. It was then that a group of 
German settlers, missing the taste of their 
pilsners back home, decided to start a 
brewery. Thus, the Germania-Brauerei 
was born, brewing a special German-style 
pilsner, one made with mineral water 
from the Laoshan spring. The beer was 
lost during Japanese occupation, but 
eventually turned over to the Tsui family 
after Japan’s retreat from China. However, 
in 1949, the People’s Republic of China 
was declared under Communist rule, 
and the brewery became a state-owned 
enterprise. Eventually, in 1990s, the 
brewery was privatised and was renamed 
Tsingtao Brewery Company – the spelling 
a reminder of Qingdao’s colonial history. 

FOUNDER: R SHUSTER

CHINA
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Tiger Beer is the pride of Singapore’s 
drinking culture, whether it’s sipped at a bar 
after a long day at work, or enjoyed with 
a group of friends at a hawker centre. Its 
Dutch parent company, Heineken, initially 
faced rejection as plans to set up a brewery 
in Indonesia were rebuffed in 1929 by the 
Dutch administration. That same year, 
Heineken came to Singapore, and launched 
Malayan Breweries in 1931 with Fraser and 
Neave (F&N). Finally, the following year, 
on October 3, Tiger Beer was introduced 
to the Singapore market, and history was 
made. In 1990, Malayan Breweries was 
renamed Asia Pacific Breweries (APB), and 
by 2012, F&N had agreed to sell its stake in 
APB to Heineken for USD4.1 billion. Tiger 
Beer is the recipient of several beer awards, 
both in Asia and around the world.

FOUNDING COMPANIES: HEINEKEN,
FRASER AND NEAVE

SINGAPORE

Tiger Beer

Chang Beer
The romanised word chang translates to 
“elephant”, a prominent Thai symbol that 
reflects the country’s culture and history. 
The pale lager is brewed by beverage giant 
ThaiBev, which bought over Fraser and 
Neave (F&N) in a USD11 billion 
deal in 2013. Chang Beer was 
first brewed in 1995 in the Bang 
Ban District of Ayutthaya 
Province. ThaiBev is 
now Thailand’s largest 
thirst-quencher in terms 
of alcoholic and non-
alcoholic drinks, and its 
share of the beer market is 
second only to Singha.

FOUNDER: 
CHAROEN SIRIVADHANABHAKDI

THAILAND

Feel like the grand, mythological lion of 
Indian and Thai origins when you crack 
open a cold one? Established in the 1930s, 
the hoppy brew is made in 86-year-old 
Boon Rawd Brewery – the oldest brewery 
in Thailand. Singha Beer has made its mark 
not only in Asia but also globally, thanks 
to partnerships and sponsorships with 
popular worldwide sports, such as Premier 
League football clubs and Formula One 
races. Singha Corporation also produces 
Leo beer, another popular Thai beer, as 
well as bottled water and packaged foods. 

FOUNDER: PRAYA BHIROM BHAKDI

THAILAND

Singha Beer

1932

ESTABLISHED

1934

1995

1978Kingfisher
INDIA

Whilst the brewery behind the brand, 
United Breweries Group, was founded in 
1915 by a Scotsman, Kingfisher is known as 
the Indian beer, with more than 50 percent 
market share in the country. The United 
Breweries company began practising its 
brewing methods in South India, and 
the company manufactured bulk beer for 
the British troops before independence. 
Kingfisher beer was introduced in the 
1960s, and has steadily grown into the 
flagship brand it is today, enjoying 
worldwide distribution as the top Indian 
beer in the international market.

FOUNDER: THOMAS LEISHMAN
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Island Tourism
in Asia
Asian islands have it all: rich culture, epic marine life, and white 
and sandy beaches. Whether you’d like to dive in or lounge on the 
beach, these idyllic isles cater to your every dream vacation spot. 
Enter our list of island destinations in Asia.

Surrounded by the East China Sea and the 
Pacific Ocean, Okinawa is comprised of 
over 160 islands, of which 49 are inhabited. 
The major inhabited islands include the 
Okinawa Islands, Miyako Islands, Yaeyama 
Islands, Senkaku Islands and Daito Islands. 
Okinawa is known for its beautiful coral 
reefs and colourful schools of fish, making 
the islands a paradise for divers. 
Fun fact: Karate is believed to have 
originated from Okinawa!

Okinawa
JAPAN

Jeju has all the elements of the world’s 
natural landscape – islands, volcanoes, 
waterfalls, beaches, national parks, caves 
and forests. The volcanic island and 
its stunning lava tube system are also 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The 
surrounding ocean attracts divers from 
around the world, and the haenyeo, Jeju’s 
female divers, harvest oysters, abalone, 
clams, seaweed and other marine life. Their 
history is showcased at the island’s Haenyeo 
Museum, a must-visit attraction in itself.

 Jeju Island
SOUTH KOREA
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Raja Ampat Islands
INDONESIA

Known among scuba divers as one of 
the top liveaboard dive destinations on 
Earth, Raja Ampat has one of the highest 
concentrations of marine biodiversity 
anywhere. Visitors can swim with 
thousands of stingless jellyfish in Lake 
Lenmakana, observe vibrant fish schools 
in the Dampier Strait, and seek out the tiny 
critters of Melissa’s Garden – among many 
other breathtaking dive sites. A definite call 
to adventure.

Its warm climate, clean beaches, friendly 
locals, and natural beauty is what draws 
people to the island of Lombok. A two-
hour speedboat ride from Bali, Lombok 
has pristine coral reefs that are great for 
snorkelling and diving. Situated near the 
base of Mount Rinjani are the Sendang 
Gile and Tiu Kelep waterfalls, spectacular 
sights with gin-clear waters that bounce off 
the rocks. 

Lombok Island
INDONESIA

Located off the northern tip of Sumatra, 
Sabang is relatively unknown as a tourist 
destination, even amongst Indonesians. 
This makes the island a great holiday 
destination for those seeking an authentic 
alternative to Asia’s heavily-commercialised 
holiday destinations. Swim in crystal-clear 
waters and take in the extensive marine life 
inhabiting Sabang’s beautiful corals.

Sabang
INDONESIA

LEFT
Sunrise overlooking 
Jeju Do Seongsan 
Ilchulbong, Jeju 
Island, South Korea

TOP
Approaching dusk at 
Raja Ampat Islands, 
Indonesia

RIGHT
Green moss 
formations upon 
the rocks on Pulau 
Weh, Sabang, Acheh, 
Indonesia

RIGHT MOST
Nature at its finest 
across the peaks 
of Mount Rinjani, 
Indonesia
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A small island located between Perhentian 
and Redang Island, Pulau Lang Tengah 
is accessible via a 30-minute boat ride 
from the Merang jetty. The island’s 
name comes from helang, or “eagle” in 
Malay, and tengah, which translates to 
“middle”, and thus, Lang Tengah means 
“eagles resting on the middle island”. Just 
a handful of resort operators ensures a 
serene atmosphere. Lang Tengah offers 
some of the best snorkelling and diving 
experiences in the country.

Pulau Lang Tengah
MALAYSIA

Often referred to as the number one 
diving base in China, Wuzhizhou Island is 
a beautiful tourist destination promising 
diverse and abundant marine life. Located 
in Haitang Bay, off the coast of Hainan, 
the island offers a world of tropical flowers 
and plants, including ancient dragon trees. 
With the best-preserved coral reefs in the 
country, Wuzhizhou is often dubbed “The 
Maldives of China”.

Wuzhizhou Island
CHINA

Off the northern tip of the capital of 
Bandar Seri Begawan sits the breathtaking 
island of Pelong Rocks. Its incredible 
rock formations and collection of corals 
make it the perfect place for Nature lovers, 
snorkellers and scuba divers. Its beautiful 
sunset views are also not to be missed!

 Pelong Rocks
BRUNEI

TOP
Seascape of Haitang 
Bay and Wuzhizhou 
Island in Sanya, 
Hainan Province, 
China

TOP RIGHT
The natural 
landscape of Green 
Island, Taiwan 

RIGHT
Vast seas beyond 
Koh Talu Island, 
Thailand
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Occupying the northern part of Borneo, 
Sabah is famous for its rainforest, wildlife, 
biodiversity and exotic cultural traditions. 
It is the location of Malaysia’s tallest peak, 
Mount Kinabulu, rising to 4095 metres. 
Carnivorous pitcher plants and stinky 
Rafflesia can be discovered in the lush 
forests of Kinabalu Park. Sabah also offers 
amazing underwater spectacles as you 
snorkel through the crystal clear waters at 
Tunku Abdul Rahman National Park.

Sabah
MALAYSIA

CELEBRATING OUTSTANDING BRANDS IN ASIA



A privately owned island that is a half-hour 
boat journey off the coast of Bang Saphan 
in the south of Hua Hin, Koh Talu boasts 
palm-fringed beaches and a shallow reef 
that is ideal for snorkelling. Fish life is 
thriving here and you can see parrotfish, 
wrasse, sergeant majors, and a good variety 
of hard corals. Koh Talu is also an ideal 
spot for beginner divers thanks to the 
weaker currents.

Koh Talu
THAILAND

Translating to ‘a hundred thousand 
islands’ in Sanskrit, Lakshadweep is the 
smallest Union Territory of India. It is an 
archipelago consisting of 36 exotic islands, 
and is known for its beautiful, sun-kissed 
beaches and mesmerising landscape. The 
islands boast an abundance of trees, flora 
and fauna, birds, and marine life.

Lakshadweep
INDIA

A tourist hotspot for its dive sites and scenic 
beaches, Green Island is the perfect place 
to escape the congested mainland. This 
small volcanic island in the Pacific Ocean 
boasts the Zhaori Hot Spring, a popular 
spot for those who want to unwind. The 
world’s deepest underwater postbox is also 
located off the shores of the island as part of 
an effort to attract more tourists to the dive 
sites known for their corals and marine life.

 Green Island
TAIWAN

49



Named the world’s best island three years 
in a row by Travel + Leisure, Palawan Island 
is the fifth-largest island in the Philippines. 
The island possesses countless secret 
beaches and lagoons and is home to the 
world’s longest navigable underground 
river, the five-mile-long Cabayugan River. 
Coron’s half dozen shipwrecks make it a 
popular destination for wreck divers.

 

Palawan
PHILIPPINES

Boasting rugged, untouched beaches and 
breathtaking ocean views, Timor-Leste is 
the home of unspoiled corals and offers 
some of the world’s last great off-the-
beaten-track adventures. Find out what 
everyone else is missing with hikes to 
Mount Ramelau, the country’s highest peak 
and where a three-metre-high statue of the 
Virgin Mary stands, and snorkel through 
the pristine reefs that fringe the north coast 
and the stunning Atauro Island.

East Timor
TIMOR LESTE

Surrounded by 167 islands and islets,
Cebu Island is a haven for both 
underwater discoveries and cultural 
explorations. Its prime attractions are 
its white-sand beaches and spectacular 
diving. Join the revellers for the Sinulog-
Santo Niño Festival’s street parties, hike 
through spectacular waterfalls, swim 
alongside giant whale sharks, or just kick 
back on a perfect white-sand beach. 

Cebu
PHILIPPINES

An archipelago with endless encounters, 
the Mariana Islands are the perfect 
destination for explorers. The islands 
comprise the summits of 15 mostly 
dormant volcanic mountains, including 
on the islands of Guam and the Northern 
Marianas. Hopping between the islands, 
visitors can enjoy skydiving, riding go-karts, 
and scuba diving – just a few of the exciting 
activities that can be undertaken in these 
far-flung islands.

 Mariana Islands
PACIFIC OCEAN

CELEBRATING OUTSTANDING BRANDS IN ASIA
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Remarkable for its unique annual red crab 
migration, Christmas Island is an Australian 
island situated in the vast waters of the 
Indian Ocean. With almost two-thirds of 
the island being a national park, visitors can 
hike through the thick rainforest and follow 
the course of a freshwater stream to a small 
waterfall. The island has over 60 dive sites 
brimming with marine life, from corals and 
reef fish to turtles, mantas and sharks.  

Christmas Island
AUSTRALIA LEFT

Boats in a cave of 
Puerto Princesa in 
Palawan, Philippines

TOP MOST
Wainibau Waterfall 
at the tip of Lavena 
Coastal Walk on 
Taveuni Island, Fiji

TOP
Clear blue waters 
lapping coastal 
rocks at Blue 
Lagoon on Lizard 
Island, Queensland, 
Australia

Encompassing more than 330 tropical 
islands and over 500 islets, Fiji is famous 
for its soft coral diving, white sand beaches, 
and pristine natural environment. Offering 
1,500 species of fish and around 400 species 
of coral, Fiji’s underwater world is a major 
draw, with world-famous dive destinations 
including the Shark Reef Marine Reserve, 
Beqa Lagoon, and the Great Astrolabe 
Reef. Truly worth taking the plunge!

Fiji Islands
FIJI

The Great Barrier Reef is widely known as 
a prime dive destination for its long trail 
of corals off the coast of Queensland. But 
the adventure doesn’t end beneath the 
waters. Non-divers can enjoy the serenity 
of secret islands planted between the reefs, 
such as Fitzroy Island, which boasts a turtle 
rehabilitation centre and wild mangroves; 
and Lizard Island, which, as its name 
suggests, is home to lumbering monitor 
lizards as well as beautiful tropical birds.

Great Barrier Reef
AUSTRALIA
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Whether you’re an architectural junkie or a history enthusiast, this 
category is for you. Enter Asia’s treasured and breathtaking heritage 
landmarks, each with walls that speak and interiors that whisper a 
thousand words.

Changdeokgung Palace
SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA

The Joseon dynasty lives through its five royal palaces 
today, but the Changdeokgung Palace is still the most 
striking and well-preserved of them – despite having 
burned down twice. Thanks to its good feng shui, or 
pungsu, it remained in use until the 20th century, and 
now stands as a UNESCO World Heritage Site due 
to its signatory ornamental design, Biwon (secret 
garden), and surrounding royal structures, such 
as the Donhwamun Gate, Geumcheongyo Bridge, 
Huijeongdang, Seongjeongjeon and Injeongjeon 
Halls, Juhamnu Pavilion, and Yeongyeongdang 
Residence, some of which have been around for over 
600 years.
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 Taj Mahal
Some lovers receive flowers, some receive chocolates. 
But only a select few get palaces built for them. 
This magnificent marble landmark was built at the 
beckoning of Shah Jahan, the Mughal emperor, 
between 1632 and 1653, for his favourite wife, Mumtaz 
Mahal, with construction starting immediately after 
she died in childbirth. Some 20,000 professional 
artists were employed for the project and they 
travelled to Agra from across India, Turkey, and Iraq. 
A little more than two decades of work resulted in not 
only the iconic marble domes made with imported 
precious stones and the breathtaking carvings in the 
mausoleum, but also its lavish surrounding gardens, 
reflecting pool, and outlying buildings. The palace 
houses Mumtaz Mahal’s remains alongside those of 
her loving husband, where they reside in eternal love. 
Legend has it that Shah Jahan cut off the hands of 
the workers and architects that built the Taj Mahal 
so that they could never construct something so 
beautiful again.

AGRA, INDIA
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Hawa Mahal
Hawa Mahal directly translates to the “Palace of 
Winds”. Indeed, the palace has some 953 windows 
– allowing in plentiful breeze to cool off the hot 
Rajasthan summers! The building was designed 
by Lal Chand Ustad in 1799, in the shape of Lord 
Krishna’s crown, for Maharaja Sawai Pratap Singh, 
the ruler of Jaipur at the time.  

 

JAIPUR, INDIA

National Museum of Singapore
The National Museum of Singapore is the country’s 
oldest museum, located at its present site since 1887. 
The museum began life as part of the library at the 
Singapore Institution (now Raffles Institution), under 
the section “Raffles Library and Museum” in 1949. 
Its first items were two gold coins donated by the 

Temenggong of Johor, 
but it now boasts 

SINGAPORE

The structure is made of red and pink sandstone, 
which contributes to Jaipur’s second name, Pink 
City. It is also the tallest structure in the world built 
without foundations; its beehive-like pyramidal 
shape helps it stay upright. The maharaja didn’t 
just build Hawa Mahal to display his devotion to 
Lord Krishna: He also wanted to allow royal ladies 
to look over the streets despite the enforcement 
of a purdah (curtain) to conceal the face, as they 
could not be seen by the public through the tiny 
windows. How thoughtful!

precious artefacts and national treasures that depict 
Singapore’s history, and hosts various exhibitions on 
the old, new, and upcoming issues of the nation. Its 
impressive architecture, an eclectic mix of Western 
and Eastern, has made it a landmark in both the 
country and the region. While the first impression of 
the building from the front screams Renaissance in 
style, its back whispers “contemporary”. The two come 
together to bring a layered look, one that is full of 
history but also one that is ready to embrace the new.
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Mausoleum of the 
First Qin Emperor
It will come as no surprise that the man behind the 
Great Wall of China liked big, statement projects. 
Qin Shi Huang, the first emperor of China, arranged 
the mausoleum as a personal burial site, and it took 
nearly 40 years and 700,000 workers to build. Only a 
part of this mystery was revealed in 1974 when more 
than 8,000 sculptures of men, weapons, chariots, 
and horses were discovered over three pits, and it is 
believed that there are still many yet to be unearthed. 
The sculptures are lifelike, and each face is unique, 
indicating that they may be based on those living 
at the time. The phenomenal site was designated a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1987, and continues 
to promise many more secrets that are buried 
beneath. While Qin Shi Huang’s tomb has remained 
unopened since 210 BC, researchers have revealed his 
obsession with immortality and long-life potions – 
chemicals that ironically may have caused his death. 

SHAANXI, CHINA

San Agustin Church
Originally built in 1571 and destroyed twice by fire, 
the San Agustin Church is the oldest church in the 
country. The current building has been standing 
since 1607, its stone structure having withstood seven 
earthquakes, the Battle of Manila, and even World 
War II and the destruction of Intramuros. When the 
Spanish colonised the Philippines, they had not only 
economic ambitions of establishing trade routes and 
extracting natural and human resources, but also a 
social agenda: spreading Catholicism. As such, the 
San Agustin Church, now a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, is a symbol of the religious turning point in the 
Philippines, and the building’s intricate design, tough 
exterior, and silent, bold statues speak their almost 
450-year-old history.

MANILA, PHILIPPINES
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If you are up for some Silk Road adventures and wall-to-wall 
bazaars, then Samarkand is the place for you. For centuries, 
Samarkand, located at the heart of the Silk Road, has been the 
crossroads city for traders, nomads, soldiers, and scholars. Ideas and 
goods that shaped the modern world originated from this historical 
city. The city’s main square, the Registan, which is an ensemble of 
three majestic madrassahs, is among the world’s oldest preserved 
madrassahs and has become an icon of Central Asia. You’ll struggle 
to take your eyes away from the gleaming, blue-tiled domes of 
Samarkand.

Samarkand
UZBEKISTAN
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Part of the Historic Monuments of Ancient Kyoto UNESCO 
Heritage Site, Kiyomizu-Dera (translating to “Pure Water Temple”) 
is one of the most celebrated temples of Japan. The temple is known 
for its wooden stage that juts out from its main hall, 13 metres above 
the hillside below. The area is surrounded by numerous cherry and 
maple trees, erupting in a sea of colour in spring and autumn. It also 
showcases its very own waterfall, the Ottawa Waterfall, within the 
temple comples. It is believed that drinking from the three streams 
brings different benefits to the consumer.

Kiyomizu-Dera
KYOTO, JAPAN
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Carved into the mountains of Ifugao by the 
ancestors of the indigenous people in the 
Philippines, Banaue Rice Terraces is located 
approximately 1,500 metres above sea level, 
the perfect altitude and weather to harvest 
rice. The structures are originally built with 
stones and mud walls to carefully carve 
and construct the terraces to hold flooded 
pond fields to cultivate rice. In 1995, the rice 
terraces were designated a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site.

Banaue Rice
Terraces

BANAUE, PHILIPPINES

Home to the Edo-period replica of the Wakayama 
Castle, Wakayama is a Japanese prefecture in 
the Kansai region. It is famous for offering 
its pilgrimage route called Kumano Sanzan, 
connecting three Shinto shrines. The 1,700-year-
old Nachi Fire Festival can be caught by tourists 

in July, where it celebrates the homecoming of 
the Nachi Waterfall’s god. Adventure-seekers 

can also take part in diving activities at 
Kushimoto Diving Park, a 

great spot year-round 
to discover the 
mysteries of the 
undersea world.

Wakayama
WAKAYAMA PREFECTURE, JAPAN
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Konya-Urgench is a municipality in northern Turkmenistan, 
where its rich cultural history is manifested in its architectural 
remains whose influence reached Iran and Afghanistan and 
the Mogul Empire of 16th-century India. In 2005, the ruins of 
Old Urgench were given UNESCO World Heritage Sites. The 
ancient town of Ürgenç was one of the most important stops 
on the famed Silk Road.

Konya-Urgench
TURKMENISTAN

Situated in the central part of Sri Lanka, Dambulla 
Cave Temple is the largest and best-preserved cave 
temple complex in the country. It was awarded the 
World Heritage Site in 1991, owing to the cave’s 
preservation of its beautiful murals. The ceiling is 
painted with intricate patterns of religious images 
following the contours of the rock and the cave is filled 
with Buddha statues. Tourists are advised to wear 
modest clothing when entering the temples, similar to 
many religious buildings in Southeast Asia.

Dambulla 
Cave Temple

DAMBULLA, SRI LANKA
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Famous for sculptural decorations of Angkor Wat 
and Angkor Thom, Angkor Archaeological Park 
encompasses the impressive remains of the Khmer 
empire, from the 9th to the 15th century. The cultural 
site was recognised by UNESCO in 1992. During 
research conducted in 2007, it was discovered that 
Angkor had been the largest pre-industrial city in 
the world through the detection of an elaborate 
infrastructure system sprawling over an area of 1,000 
square kilometres.

Angkor
CAMBODIA
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Potala Palace
Located in the Tibet Autonomous Region, 
Potala Palace is situated more than 3,700 metres above 
sea level. It is believed that the structure was built for 
Princess Wencheng in the 7th century. A notable figure 
in the Tang Dynasty, she was known not only for her 
beauty, but also for her strength and courage. Today, 
the palace is divided into two, the Red Palace and the 
White Palace, serving as the religious and administrative 
sections, respectively. Established in 637, the palace 
has a rich history, and its breathtaking architecture and 
stunning religious processions speak for themselves. The 
landmark holds the tombs of eight Dalai Lamas, sacred 
shrines, and unique Buddhist scrolls, all scattered across 

 LHASA, TIBET, CHINA

more than 1,000 rooms and amongst more than 200,000 
bejewelled statues and 10,000 shrines. The pinnacle of 
Tibetan art, the Potala Palace is only accessible within 
a group, and photography is prohibited. Whilst a large 
chunk of visitors are tourists, many people come to the 
palace to pray and serve spiritual pilgrimages. Striking 
as a landscape, a relic temple and museum, and from a 
religious perspective, the Potala Palace is a prominent 
pride of Asia, and one that has been, and will hopefully 
continue to be, around for a long time to come.
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Paro Taktsang
This Buddhist temple complex that clings to the cliffside got 
its name, which translates to “Tigress Nest”, after the legend 
of Padmasambhava, an 8th-century Buddhist master from 
the Indian subcontinent who brought Buddhism to Bhutan 
– and who, according to legend, flew to the location from 
Tibet on the back of a tigress. He meditated there for three 

years, three months, three weeks, three days, and three 
hours, and eventually transformed the caves into a holy 

shrine. In 1692, the monastery was finally built at the site, 
with the placement of its first stone by Gyalse Tenzin 

Rabgye, Bhutan’s leader of the time, also believed to 
be a reincarnation of Padmasambhava. Tragically, 

the monastery burned down in 1998, leading to the 
death of one monk. By 2005, it had been rebuilt and 

restored at a cost of about USD2 million. 
Today, Paro Taktsang is a remarkable wonder, 

from the outside and the inside, with its 
carved stairways, deep caves, and stunning 
surrounding valleys and mountains, as well as 
its gold-plated dome and beautiful statues.

TAKTSANG, BHUTAN

Kyaiktiyo Pagoda
Kyaik-htiyo translates to "pagoda upon a hermit's head". 
Legend has it that the Buddha, on one of his many 
visits to the pagoda, gave a strand of his hair to Taik 
Tha, a hermit. The hermit, who had tucked it in the tuft 
of his hair safely, in turn gave the strand to the king, 
with the wish that the hair be enshrined in a boulder 
shaped like the hermit's head. Placed on the very edge 
of a hill as if defying gravity, it is believed that the rock 
is actually supported by the strand of hair from the 
Buddha. The Kyaiktiyo Pagoda is located at the 
summit of Mount Kyaiktiyo in Mon State, and is 
a sight to see for believers and non-believers alike, 
especially during sunset, as the rock glisters gold in 
all its glory.

MON STATE, BURMA
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Sagada
In Sagada, coffins are not put six feet under the earth, 
but nailed to cliff faces, where they hang significantly 
more than six feet above the ground. The Igorot tribe of 
this Mountain Province believe the height of the coffins 
correlates with the distance that must be travelled by 
the dead towards divinity. Some insist that it is done 
for practicality, so neither wild animals can reach the 
corpses, nor water can seep through and accelerate the 
rotting of the bodies. Whatever the reason, this practice 
has been honoured for 2,000 years. Still, Sagada’s elderly 
seem to be the last practitioners of this sacred ritual, as 
the nation’s shift to Christianity is leading to a change 
in beliefs. The tradition is gradually dying out: The 
younger generation want to visit graves in the cemetery, 
and not attempt to scale cliffs to honour the deceased. 
Nevertheless, the coffins still hang proud off the cliffs and 
are most definitely a unique feast for the eyes to devour.

LUZON ISLAND, PHILIPPINES

DID YOU KNOW
In the Pangala Region of South 
Sulawesi, Indonesia, the Toraja 
people keep their loved ones close 
in sickness and in health – and in 
death. It is believed that death is not 
a sudden event, but rather a slow 
process that can go on for years. The 
body is preserved, often in a solution 
of formaldehyde and water, and the 
mummy is fed, groomed, and walked 
till the expensive and extensive 
funeral – sometimes upwards of 
USD500,000 – can be arranged!
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Unique Malls in Asia

Located in the heart of the cultural district of Little 
India, Mustafa Centre is one of Singapore’s 24-hour 
shopping malls. What makes it special, you may 
ask? Well, you can find almost anything in this six-
story building! It houses a huge range of products, 
from jeans to jewellery, hardware goods to home 
appliances. There’s also a rooftop restaurant, and 
many services are provided as well, such as foreign 
exchange and travel arrangements. No wonder 
this landmark has become an essential stop among 
locals and tourists alike.

Mustafa Centre
SINGAPORE

The Iran Mall
If you thought the biggest shopping mall in the world 
was in America, think again! It’s actually located 
in Tehran and it’s called the Iran Mall. In the first 
of two phases, a 1.4-million-square-metre area was 
unveiled in 2018, encompassing a 20,000-square-
metre hypermarket, a fashion avenue, a diamond 
and crystal atrium, three food courts with more 
than 200 restaurants, a 3,300-square-metre book 
garden with 67,000 books, a cinema complex with 12 
IMAX cinemas, a family entertainment centre with 
a roofed amusement park, a museum, art galleries, 
a permanent car showroom, an Iranian bazaar, and 
three hotels, including a five-star luxury hotel with 
450 rooms, a 3,000-seat conference hall, a convention 
centre, several galleries, and meeting and banquet 
facilities. The roof of the mall serves as a sports 
complex, and includes 15 sports fields, tennis courts, 
a 12,000-square-metre ice rink, and swimming 
pools. When the remaining area is opened after the 
completion of the second phase, sometime in 2020, 
the mall will sprawl across a total area of 1.95 square 
kilometres – about three times the size of Disneyland!

TEHRAN, IRAN

PHOTO: NORR GROUP

Shopping malls are no longer just for food and fashion, 
but offer amenities, experiences, and entertainment. 
Welcome to Asia’s shopping malls, some of which offer 
experiences that cannot be found anywhere else.
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Mustafa Centre

Marina Bay Sands
SINGAPORE

The iconic three towers of Marina Bay 
Sands stand at 55 storeys each and are 
crowned with the 340-metre-long SkyPark, 
which hosts the world’s longest rooftop 
infinity pool, perched on the planet’s largest 
public cantilevered platform. The building 
was designed by the firm of famed Israeli-
Canadian architect Moshe Safdie. Marina 
Bay Sands houses a huge hotel, a giant 
luxury shopping mall, a massive casino, and 
a sprawling convention centre.

Taipei 101
TAIWAN

CY Lee designed Taipei 101 as a green 
building, and it is also built to withstand 
typhoons and earthquake tremors, which 
are common to the area. At the time of 
its completion in 2004, it was the first 
building to break the 500-metre mark 
in height, standing at 508 metres. Its 
postmodern style fuses with Asian and 
Chinese elements, and its two elevators 
travel from the fifth to the 89th floor in a 
breathtaking 37 seconds. There is not only 
an observation desk to absorb the sights 
and skyline, but also a museum where the 
building’s architectural feats are explained 
and celebrated. Taipei 101 also houses a 
shopping mall, food court and restaurants, 
and an international grocery store.

FOUNDED

Sky100
HONG KONG

Take in a breathtaking view from 
every angle at this 360-degree indoor 
observation deck, 100 floors above the 
ground. Located in the International 
Commerce Centre, the tower was 
designed by the American architectural 
firm Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates. 
Overlooking Hong Kong Island, Victoria 
Harbour, Tai Mo Shan, and the Kowloon 
Peninsula, the observation platform can be 
reached via high-speed elevators that take 
just 60 seconds – an experience in itself!

Heydar Aliyev Center
AZERBAIJAN

Designed by the late Iraqi-British 
architect Dame Zaha Hadid, this 
structure doesn’t just look beautiful; 
it flows beautifully. Housing an 
auditorium, a gallery hall and a museum, 
the building is an internationally 
recognised architectural work that has 
won several awards, making Hadid – 
once dubbed “queen of the curve” – the 
first woman to win the top prize in 
the Design Museum’s Design of the 
Year Award 2014. The centre holds 
exhibitions celebrating Azerbaijan 
and featuring international artists, and 
integrates both elements seamlessly, 
much like its architectural design.

Modern Icons of Asia
This list of modern icons showcases just some 
of Asia’s architectural wonders, including 
one-of-a-kind skyscrapers and unparalleled 
design concepts. Dive into the minds of their 
respective architects and see the world from a 
new perspective.

2012

2011

Tokyo Tower
Behold Asia’s very own Eiffel Tower, 
designed by Tachu Naito. At 333 metres, 
it is the world’s tallest self-supported steel 
tower, besting its European cousin by just 
13 metres. The main deck is 150 metres high 
and is accessible by an elevator or, if you’re 
the adventurous type, climbing 600 steps. 
The top deck is 100 metres higher and 
offers an exemplary view of Mount Fuji.

JAPAN

2010

2004

1958
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Asia’s best hotels take care of your every need, from their 
beautifully appointed rooms and top restaurants to their 
expansive swimming pools and perfect spa treatments. 
Check in to any of the world-class hotels on this list and 
you’re sure able to experience an unforgettable stay.
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Belmond Governor’s 
Residence
A romantic colonial-style mansion, Belmond 
Governor’s Residence dates back to the 
1920s. Its spacious rooms are complemented 
with intricate wood carvings and local 
weavings. The hotel is surrounded by a 
verdant garden and a stunning fan-shaped 
swimming pool for guests to relax in a 
cooling breeze. It’s not difficult to be a fan of 
this Burmese beauty!

35 Taw Win Road, Dagon Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar

YANGON, MYANMAR

Burj Al Arab 
Jumeirah
As the fifth tallest hotel in the world, 
Burj Al Arab Jumeirah is one of the 
most prestigious hotels in the world. Its 
location on an artificial island highlights 
its magnificent sail-shaped architecture. 
The hotel’s Royal Suite, a breathtaking 
US$24,000 per night, has been listed on 
the “World’s 15 Most Expensive Hotel 
Suites” by CNN Go. Its floor-to-ceiling 
windowed suites treats guests to a gulf 
or city view. The hotel also houses the Al 
Mahara restaurant, which features a huge 
seawater aquarium.

Jumeirah Street, Dubai, UAE

DUBAI, UAE

Oberoi Udaivilas
Recognised by TripAdvisor Travellers’ 
Choice Awards in the Top 25 Luxury 
Hotels in India, The Oberoi Udaivilas 
is the place for those seeking an 
unforgettable getaway. Its intricate layout 
of interconnecting domes and corridors 
reflects the opulent history of Udaipur. 
Guests can enjoy the sunrise boat ride 
across the shimmering waters of Lake 
Pichola to admire the beautiful façade of 
Udaipur’s City Palace and watch pilgrims 
bathe at the ghats in the morning sunlight.
 
Lake Pichola, Udaipur 313001, India

 UDAIPUR, INDIA

1915

1934

FOUNDED

1920s

1971
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Tokyo 
Station Hotel
Steeped in rich history and located in 
the heart of Tokyo overlooking the 
Imperial Palace, the Tokyo Station Hotel 
commenced operations in 1915. The iconic 
red-brick building has stood through 
momentous events like the 1923 Great 
Kanto Earthquake and World War II. 
In 2003, the famed hotel was designated 
an Important Cultural Property by the 
Japanese government.
 
1-9-1 Marunouchi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-
0005, Japan

 TOKYO, JAPAN
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Capella Hotel 
Singapore
Only a 15-minute walk from Universal 
Studios Singapore and Resorts World 
Sentosa, Capella Hotel is the perfect 
choice for tourists visiting Sentosa Island. 
This luxury hotel, restored from 19th-
century British Colonial buildings, houses 
stylish rooms and villas, all with balconies, 
and suites even include private plunge 
pools. The hotel’s impressive glass-dome 
skylight was designed to provide guests 
with a view of the night sky.
 
1 The Knolls, Singapore 098297

 SINGAPORE

St. Regis 
Singapore
Situated a block away from the famed 
Orchard Road, St Regis Singapore 
welcomes its guests with bespoke 
service and refined charm. Rooms 
feature hand-painted silk wallpaper and 
marble bathroom floors, and the hotel is 
renowned for its exclusive art collection. 
From a sculpture by Colombian artist 
Fernando Botero to a painting by 
national treasure Chen Wen Hsi, pieces 
are specially curated to complement the 
elegance of the hotel. Art junkies, this is 
the hotel for you!
 
29 Tanglin Rd, Singapore 247911

SINGAPORE

Lebua at 
State Tower
Awarded by Travel + Leisure as the 
number one hotel in Bangkok, lebua at 
State Tower truly takes luxury to new 
heights. Its rooftop, the Dome at lebua, 
houses a collection of restaurants and 
bars, including the Sky Bar, the world’s 
highest open-air bar, perched on the 64th 
floor of the State Tower. The bar features 
transparent walls for 360-degree views of 
the Chao Phraya River and the skyline of 
the Thai capital. 
 
055 Silom Road, Bangkok, Thailand

BANGKOK, THAILAND

1997

2007

FOUNDED

2006

2009
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Great Duke 
Phnom Penh
In need of a romantic getaway or a 
weekend escape? Then the Great 
Duke Phnom Penh is the ideal choice! 
Delve into its personalised service and 
unparalleled luxurious amenities with the 
stylish rooms, fantastic restaurants, state-
of-the-art fitness centre, and customised 
spa treatments. The hotel is surrounded 
by a lush Khmer-inspired garden and 
overlooks the Cambodian capital’s 
bustling riverfront.

296 Mao Tse Toung Blvd, Phnom Penh 12306, 
Cambodia

PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA
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Kermanshah 
Parsian Hotel
Located near the ancient Taq-e Bostan 
rock reliefs and the Bisotun archaeological 
site, Kermanshah Parsian Hotel is a great 
choice for businessmen and well-heeled 
adventure-seekers alike. Guests can lounge 
in the spacious and tastefully furnished 
rooms and take a relaxing dip in the stylish 
indoor swimming pool, sauna and Jacuzzi 
after a day of exploring.
 
Kermanshah Province, Kermanshah, Keshvari 
Blvd, Iran

KERMANSHAH, IRAN

 Nha Trang 
Palace Hotel

Situated at a beautiful beach city in 
southern Vietnam, Nha Trang Palace 
Hotel is the perfect escape for those 
seeking a serene vacation. The grand 
hotel’s European architecture has a 
mixture of modern and classic styles. For 
those seeking adventure, the hotel can 
arrange tours to nearby islands and the 
mountainous surrounding area, making it 
a vacation not to be missed.

09 Yersin, Lộc Thọ, Thành phố Nha Trang, 
Khánh Hòa 650000, Vietnam

NHA TRANG, VIETNAM

2011

2014
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A great book challenges perspectives, helps you to remember and 
forget concurrently, and dares you to grow. Of the countless literary  
masterpieces that have emerged from Asia, we can mention only 
a representative few that showcase the diverse talents of their 
authors from all over the region. Lose yourself in these beautiful 
narratives of Asia by navigating through our list of captivating 
literary works on Asia.

Wolf  Totem 
Written by Lu Jiamin under a pen 
name, this semi-autobiographical novel 
highlights the journey of a young student 
from Beijing who finds himself sent to 
the countryside of Inner Mongolia at the 
height of China’s Cultural Revolution 
in 1967. It depicts the dying culture of 
the Mongols, who once terrorised the 
world, and the parallel extinction of the 
animal they believe to be sacred, the 
majestic Mongolian wolf. It was originally 
published in Chinese, and since then has 
been translated 
into more than 30 
languages. It was 
the winner of the 
first Man Asian 
Literary Prize in 
November 2007, 
and has won more 
than 10 other 
literary awards. 
 
BY:  JIANG RONG

MONGOLIA

The Kite Runner
Set in a country facing destruction,
The Kite Runner is the story of two friends 
with contrasting backgrounds – a wealthy 
boy and the son of his father’s servant. The 
powerful, heart-wrenching narrative brings 
to light the darkness of Afghanistan’s 
history. The story of family, love, and 
friendship is encapsulated in an engaging 
plot, and difficult issues of relationships, 
sacrifices, and lies are addressed. The book 
has received the Borders Original Voice 
Award, the San Francisco Chronicle Best 
Book of the Year Award, and the South 
African Boeke Prize. 
 
BY:  KHALED HOSSEINI

AFGHANISTAN

70

CELEBRATING OUTSTANDING BRANDS IN ASIA

of Asia
Captivating Literature



The God of 
Small Things
The God of Small Things is the story of 
young twins Rahel and Estha told largely 
through Rahel’s eyes. As the product 
of an inquisitive child’s mind that takes 
in things and transforms them in an 
alchemy of poetry, the book is written in 
a song-like voice. By telling the story of 
the twins’ experiences and that of their 
split family, the book repeatedly invokes 
the “Love Laws” dictating “who should 
be loved, and how. And how much”. With 
its immersive language and skillfully 
crafted narrative, the book, which won 
the Booker Prize in 1997, is equal parts 
compelling and provocative.

BY:  ARUNDHATI ROY 

INDIA

Beauty Is a Wound
Originally published in Bahasa Indonesia, 
Beauty Is a Wound starts with a powerful 
opening line: “One afternoon on a 
weekend in May, Dewi Ayu rose from 
her grave after being dead for twenty-one 
years…” The epic novel combines history, 
satire, family tragedy, legend, humour, 
and romance in the stories of prostitute 
Dewi Ayu and her four daughters.
Beset by incest, murder, 
bestiality, rape, insanity, 
monstrosity, and the often 
vengeful undead, the 
characters are a vehicle 
for its author to critique 
Indonesia’s troubled past, 
from colonial greed to 
the oppressive rule under 
Suharto. The book won 
both the World Readers’ 
Award and Best Translated 
Book Award in 2016.
 
BY: EKA KURNIAWAN

INDONESIA

The White Tiger 
In this picaresque satirical novel,
Balram Halwai is engulfed by New Delhi’s 
21st-century materialism, and he leaves 
his family to establish his own identity 
and ambition. Adiga crafts a hilarious 
protagonist that cleverly shines 
a light on the Indian wealth and 
class division, as Balram is forced 
to experience both dimensions: 
poverty, where his family is 
trapped in the lowest rungs of the 
caste system, and luxury, where 
he becomes dazzled by success 
and excess, ultimately blinded 
by politics and greed. The debut 
novel won the Man Booker Prize 
in 2008.

BY: ARAVIND ADIGA 

INDIA
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Underground
When five members of the religious 
cult Aum Shinrikyo unleashed chemical 
warfare on the Tokyo subway system 
using sarin, a poison gas 26 times as 
deadly as cyanide, the unthinkable 
happened: A major urban transit system 
had become the target of a terrorist attack. 
The individuals involved are the voices 
of this book, and Underground serves as 
a powerful work of journalistic literature 
from one of the world’s most perceptive 
writers. Originally written in Japanese,
it has since been translated into
many languages.
 
BY:  HARUKI MURAKAMI

JAPAN

The Garden of 
Evening Mists 
Nakamura Aritomo was the gardener of 
the Emperor of Japan. He was exiled from 
his hometown and lives high up in the 
central highlands of Malaya. Teoh Yun 
Ling is seventeen years old when she first 
hears about him, but a war comes, and 
a decade passes before she meets him. 
Despite her hatred of the Japanese, after 
being a war camp survivor, she asks the 
gardener to create a memorial garden for 
her sister who died in 
the camp. He refuses but 
he agrees to accept Yun 
Ling as his apprentice, 
and she begins working 
in the Garden of Evening 
Mists. But outside, 
in the surrounding 
jungles, another war is 
raging, and the Malayan 
Emergency is entering 
its darkest days. 

BY: TAN TWAN ENG

MALAYSIA

A Fine Balance
It is 1975, the time of the Emergency in 
India. Set in a nameless location, four 
characters from ordinary yet different 
backgrounds – a gutsy widow, a young 
student removed from his pastoral home 
in the hills, and an uncle-nephew duo of 
tailors who have rejected the caste system 
of their native village – become entwined 
by social circumstances, fortuitous 
timing, and the political turmoil. From 
the streets and train stations of India to 
a small apartment space 
they eventually share, the 
intertwined lives of the 
characters that speak for 
India’s masses are told 
through a tactically crafted, 
enticing narrative that is 
unputdownable. The novel 
was shortlisted for the 
Booker Prize in 1996.

BY: ROHINTON MISTRY 

INDIA

 Ponti
Ponti is told through three characters – 
two teenage friends Szu and Circe, and 
Szu’s dying mother, Amisa, who once 
had a brief career as the star of a series 
of obscure 70s horror movies. Ponti, 
short for pontianak – a female vampiric 
supernatural figure – 
serves as a metaphor 
for how tragedy can 
make monsters. 
It was shortlisted 
for the Edward 
Stanford Travel 
Writing Awards in the 
“Fiction with a Sense 
of Place” category as 
well as the Hearst Big 
Book Awards in 2018.

BY:  SHARLENE TEO

SINGAPORE 
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Dogeaters
Enter Manila during the turbulent period 
of the Philippines’ late dictator. It is a 
world in which American pop culture and 
local Filipino tradition mix flamboyantly, 
and gossip, storytelling, and extravagant 
behaviour thrive. A wildly disparate 
group of characters – from movie stars 
to waiters, from a young junkie to the 
richest man in the Philippines – become 
caught up in a spiral of events culminating 
in a beauty pageant, a film festival, and 
an assassination. In the centre of this 
maelstrom is Rio, a feisty schoolgirl who 
will grow up to live in America and look 
back with longing on the land of her 
youth. Written in 1990, Dogeaters won an 
American Book Award in the same year 
and was nominated for the National Book 
Award in 1991.

BY:  JESSICA HAGEDORN

PHILIPPINES

Sanchaung
Insein
Harvard

MYANMAR

Ma Thida, the noteworthy Burmese writer 
and human rights activist, is recognised as a 
leading intellectual whose writings dealt with 
Myanmar’s political turmoil. As a supporter 
of the pro-democracy movement, she was 
sentenced to prison for 20 years in 1993 for 
“endangering public peace, having contact 
with illegal organisations, and distributing 
unlawful literature”. Following her early release 
in 1999, she published her first novel,
The Sunflower, and has gone on to author 
more thought-provoking books in Burmese and 
English, including a prison memoir.

DID YOU KNOW
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The birth of writing from ancient Sumer has led to prominent and 
influential literary works, such as the Epic of Gilgamesh, written in 
the 18th century BC during the Neo-Sumerian Empire – recognised 
as the earliest surviving great work of literature

Mesopotamia comes from ancient Greek 
words μέσος (mesos), “middle”, and ποταμός 
(potamos), “river”, and as such, translates 
to “(land) between two/the rivers”. Sure 
enough, Sumer, the site of one of the 
earliest known civilisations, located in the 
southernmost part of Mesopotamia, was 
between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. 
This later became Babylonia, and is now 
southern Iraq. 

Sumer was first settled by humans from 
4500 to 4000 BC, and its official language, 
Sumerian, was a language isolate, meaning 
it had no common ancestral roots with any 
other language. By 3100BC, Sumerian also 
became the earliest known written language 
– evidenced by archaeological records 
of marked clay tablets, having invented 
a writing system based on pictures, now 
known as pictograms. Each “written word” 
in Sumerian represented an idea, which 
could be combined with other pictograms 
to form entire words. Eventually, these 
pictograms evolved into a form of writing 
known as cuneiform, which used wedge-
shapes to form symbols. In later cuneiform 
there were more than 600 symbols, and 
over the next century, the language marked 
its dominance over Mesopotamia, and also 

“He came a far road, 
 was weary,  found peace.”
 
- The Epic of Gilgamesh, Prologue, Tablet I.
Translated from Sumerian.

Text Shreya Acharya

FEATURE
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created the frame of literature as we know 
today, despite us only having access to a 
fraction of what was before. 

One of the most notable literary feats 
from ancient Mesopotamia is The Epic of 
Gilgamesh. It is the oldest epic in the world, 
written a century before – and probably 
served as an influence on – Homer’s Illiad, 
written in Greece. Historians and biblical 
scholars also believe that one of the stories 
in the epic, Utnapishtim, was a forerunner 
to the Flood in the Old Testament, where 
both Noah and Gilgamesh recount the same 
event: a formidable surge in Mesopotamia.

Engraved tablets reciting the epic were 
discovered in 1853, but these were mainly 
written in Akkadian, Sumerian’s succeeding 
dialect. Only five short poems in the 

DID YOU KNOW
You cannot talk 
about epics without 
mentioning the 
longest epic poem 
ever written!  
The Mahabharata 
is an important 
component of 
Hinduism, and was 
written between the 
8th and 9th centuries 
BC. It is the story of 
the struggle between 
two branches of one 
family – the Kauravas 
and the Pandavas – 
in the Kurukshetra 
War to win the throne 
of Hastinapura. 
There are also 
philosophical 
discourses and 
several other stories 
embedded in this 
main narrative. 
Penned in Sanskrit, 
the Mahabharata 
consists of 1.8 million 
words distributed 
through more than 
100,000 shloka, or 
over 200,000 verses. 
Of these verses, 
about 24,000 make 
up its central idea, 
and are referred 
to as the Bharata. 
The Mahabharata 
is organised into 18 
specific books, also 
known as parvas.

Sumerian language were found, known 
from tablets that were written in 2000 
BC. These were Gilgamesh and Huwawa, 
Gilgamesh and the Bull of Heaven, Gilgamesh 
and Agga of Kish, Gilgamesh, Enkidu, and the 
Netherworld, and The Death of Gilgamesh. The 
epic begins with five Sumerian poems about 
Bilgamesh (Sumerian for Gilgamesh), the 
King of Uruk, dating from 2100BC. These 
poems were later used to create a combined 
epic in Akkadian. Although recognised as a 
historical figure, Gilgamesh is portrayed as 
a legendary, mythical character in the epic, 
showing the apparent tradition of narrative 
and storytelling through literature and 
integrating reality with fictional elements.

“The life that you seek you never will find: 
when the gods created mankind, death they 
dispensed to mankind,  life they kept 
for themselves.”
 
- The Epic of Gilgamesh, Siduri to Gilgamesh, Sippar Tablet

ANCIENT HISTORY
3500 BC – 476 AD

MESOPOTAMIA
3,500 BC – 1,600 BC

EGYPT
3,500 BC – 31 BC

GREEK
800 BC – 146 BC

ROMAN
509 BC – 476 AD

75



Outstanding Local Brands
of Asia
Entrepreneurial hearts and pioneering spirits often establish 
the world’s biggest names, and in Asia, the story is no different. 
Discover the most influential and important brands in the region 
and the multitalented men and women behind them.
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Tiger Balm (Haw Par Corporation)
SINGAPORE

Roaring from Empires to Estates

From the southernmost island of New 
Zealand to some of the northernmost 
cities of Norway, Tiger Balm has roared its 
way through the homes and hearts of cities 
from East to West. With beginnings in the 
ancient courts of the Chinese empire to a 
small medicine shop in Burma called 
Eng Aun Tong, Tiger Balm was the 
brainchild of Aw Chu Kin, who originally 
concocted and had been selling the 
extraordinary formula in the late 1800s. 
His legacy then lived on through his two 
sons, Aw Boon Haw and Aw Boon Par, 
whose names aptly translated to “gentle 
tiger” and “gentleleopard” respectively. 

Soon after, the two gentle giants 
brought the business over to Singapore, 
where it won the hearts and cured the 
ailments of many, allowing expansion to 
then Malaya, Hong Kong, Batavia, Siam 
and various cities in China. However, 
where there is progress, there is change. 
While some countries transformed from 
low rise to high rise, and some shed 
colonial names, one thing remained 
constant: The tiny jar with the gold cap 
in medicine cabinets across homes and 
offices; its soothing scent lingering in 
hearts and souls. 

Serving tradition and purpose,  
Tiger Balm has since become a trusted 
household name worldwide. The iconic 
tiger itself has faced its fair share of 
change, from resting in a crouching 
position to a leaping one, epitomising its 
role throughout the generations and its 
ability to catch up with and give aid to a 
fast-paced world. Their extensive range 
available today caters to a wide array of 
needs, and are trusted by many, from 
the man you pass by on the street each 
morning, to celebrities worldwide, making 
it a brand that is fit for all, ready to pounce 
on its next challenge.

Used for everything from muscular 
aches and pains to cold and flu symptoms, 
from headaches to mosquito bites, and 
whether in the sweltering heat of the 
tropics or bundled up in brutal winters, 
this is one vital addition to your first aid 
kit. Balancing the best of age-old tradition 
with modern innovation, Tiger Balm has 
been proven time after time to be the one 
that works where it hurts.

FOUNDER: TEO SWEE EE
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You have just had a long day at work, and 
your neck and back are in agony. Picture 
reaching home, throwing on your pyjamas, 
and – thanks to the good people at 
OSIM – settling into your beautiful 
massage chair that plays your favourite 
song and charges your phone at the same 
time. Who needs a bed? Established in 
Singapore in the 80s, where the company 
started off selling household goods such 
as knives, OSIM made the switch to 
healthy lifestyle products a decade later. 
Sharp blades were traded for soft, plush 
cushions, and the only kneading done 
was on sore muscles by their high-tech 
equipment. Today, OSIM is the top 
massage chair brand in the region and is 
known throughout the world.

OSIM
International

SINGAPORE

While the Singapore Mint came about in 
1968 in order to coin currency in a newly 
independent country, its purpose today 
goes beyond monetary circulation. The 
Singapore Mint sells souvenirs for tourists, 
unique collectables for coin enthusiasts, 
and sophisticated gifts for festivals and 
celebrations. International coins and 
auspicious items are also included in 
their array of products, which are made 
using a combination of advanced minting 
technologies and authentic crafting 
methods. Unlike most mints around the 
world, Singapore’s is one of the few that 
still has a team of highly skilled craftsmen 
to add intricate details that can only be 
achieved by human touch.

The Singapore 
Mint

SINGAPORE

PHOTOS: THE SINGAPORE MINT

PHOTO: OSIM INTERNATIONAL PTE. LTD
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Founded in 1945 as a maker of locomotives, 
Tata entered the commercial vehicle sector 
a decade later with the help of German 
automotive company Daimler-Benz. Today, 
it is India’s largest automobile company 
with operations in South Korea, Thailand, 
Indonesia, South Africa, and the UK. It not 
only manufactures cars and motorcycles, 
but also utility vehicles, buses, and defence 
vehicles. While the Tata Group now owns 
premium vehicle brands Jaguar and Land 
Rover, the company also famously created 
the world’s cheapest car – the Tata Nano – 
in 2009.

Tata Motors
INDIA

Risis
SINGAPORE

For almost 50 years, the people behind Risis 
have worked together to create the eternal 
flower. Inspired by the national flower of 
Singapore, the local company has been 
creating gold – and recently rose gold – 
versions of the orchid as brooches, earrings, 
and pendants, as well as card holders and 
tie bars. The Risis plating formula is a secret 
held by just three people in the world, and 
each item is manufactured with utmost 
care in their own factory. These gifts are 
available at stores in Singapore, Malaysia 
and Vietnam, where they can be seen on 
shelves in everlasting bloom, in a world 
where flowers never wither.

PHOTOS: RISIS PRIVATE LIMITED
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Visionary owner of Owndays, Shuji Tanaka, 
wears glasses despite his perfect eyesight. 
But how can you blame him? The various in-
house brands make fashion-forward specs 
to suit every occasion and every face. The 
company has expanded to Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, Thailand, Philippines, Malaysia, 
Vietname, India, Indonesia, Cambodia, and 
Australia, delivering high-quality frames and 
lenses in 20 minutes across all locations. 

Owndays
JAPAN

Despite access to ready-made suits in 
numerous malls across Dubai, you can’t 
beat the charm of a custom-made blazer 
or dress trousers from Lobo Tailors. The 
company was founded by Mushtaq Shaikh, 
who left India for Dubai in the 1960s with 
just 300 rupees – the equivalent of five US 
dollars today. The company is now known 
for its perfect fitting and impeccable quality 
at low prices – 60 percent less than a similar 
product made in London. It has never relied 
on any form of advertising, gaining loyal 
customers only through word of mouth, 
first locally, then from the USA, Lebanon, 
the UK, and beyond. The company also 
makes clothing for dozens of international 
airlines, and they have even designed suits 
for celebrities, such as Imran Khan.

Lobo Tailors
UAE

The story goes that the founder of Po Chai 
pills was inspired by a god in a dream, in 
1896, to concoct the formula for his “cure-
all” medicine. Over 20 herbs are packed 
into the tiny, red spheres that are a staple in 
many Asian medicine cabinets. These pills 
cure a wide range of maladies: indigestion, 
heartburn, bloating, diarrhea, vomitting, 
menstrual cramps, and even flu symptoms. 
Po Chai pills have become a trusted 
generational icon – one that is passed on to 
the next.

Po Chai Pills
CHINA/HONG KONG

PHOTO: LOBO TAILORS 
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When you think “pharmacy” in the 
Philippines, you think Mercury Drug. 
Its founder, Mariano Que, sold sulfathiazole 
in 1945, which was believed to work 
miracles, on a pushcart. As business grew, 
soon the cart turned into a small store. 
Today, Mercury Drug is the country’s 
largest drugstore and controls some 70 
percent of domestic market share. Que 
pictured the Roman messenger of the gods 
and its associated symbolism, medicine, 
when he named the company, and what he 
started with a belief in mythology has now 
become his reality.

 

Mercury Drug
PHILIPPINES

PHOTO: MERCURY DRUG CORPORATION

When Eu Kong Pai left Guangdong, China 
to settle in Perak, Malaysia, he replaced 
the opium used by the tin mine labourers 
to relieve aches with herbal concoctions. 
These remedies grew in popularity, but Eu 
Kong died suddenly, leaving his legacy to 
his 13-year-old son, who, after turning 21, 
gradually began expanding the traditional 
medicine business. Today, Eu Yan Sang is 
popular across Southeast Asia and China, 
and the company has gone beyond selling 
traditional remedies and brews by investing 
in scientific research to validate and develop 
traditional Chinese medicine products and 
treatments. Eu Yan Sang also runs more 
than two dozen TCM clinics in Singapore, 
Malaysia and Hong Kong.

Eu Yan Sang
MALAYSIA
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Huawei
Huawei made its first phone, the C300, 
in 2004. Today, it has overtaken Apple 
to become the world’s second-largest 
smartphone maker, behind Samsung, due 
largely to the comparative affordability 
of its models. In 2014, looking for ways 
to improve its smartphone cameras, 
Huawei struck a deal with Leica, and since 
2016, optics from the German premium 
camera brand have been appearing in the 
company’s top phones. 

FOUNDER: REN ZHENGFEI

CHINA

The iPhone needs no introduction. 
After all, well over two billion devices have 
been sold to date. Beginning as a secret 
project under the codename “Purple”, 
the iPhone went on to revolutionise both 
smartphones and phone photography. 
Several breakthrough features like the 
mobile payment through Touch ID first 
arrived on iPhone. No wonder the iPhone 
has a loyal following: According to a 2015 
poll, 83 percent of iPhone users said their 
next device would be an iPhone, compared 
to 64 percent of Samsung owners.

FOUNDER:  STEVE JOBS

Apple
USA

You only have to walk down the street, sit in a café or board a train in Asia to 
understand how much Asians love their smartphones. Whether we’re surfing, 
gaming, texting or talking, these ubiquitous devices are central to everything 
that makes society and business function.

Popular Mobile Brands
in Asia

Samsung is the world’s largest phone 
manufacturer today, but it only sold its first 
electrical product in 1970 – a 12-inch black-
and-white TV. Made up of the Korean 
words sam (“three”) and sung (“stars”), the 
company name is, according to its founder, 
an allusion to something “big, numerous, 
and powerful”. And that is certainly what 
they have achieved, making not just 
hugely popular mobile devices but also the 
batteries and semiconductors for its rivals. 

FOUNDER: LEE BYUNG-CHUL

Samsung
SOUTH KOREA

LG
If you think the iPhone was the 
first smartphone with a “capacitive” 
touchscreen, think again. That honour 
belongs to LG’s iconic KE850, better 
known as the LG Prada, which was 
announced in 2006, shortly before the 
iPhone. Created in collaboration with 
Italian luxury designer Prada, the KE850 
sold one million units in its first 18 
months, making LG a true pioneer in the 
smartphone arena. 

FOUNDER:  KOO IN-HWOI

SOUTH KOREA

1958 

1976

CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE 
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Sony
In 2001, Sony and Ericsson collaborated to 
create highly desirable mobile phones. At 
their peak in 2007, they were the mobiles 
that everyone wanted, known for their MP3 
players, funky designs and advertisements, 
and quirky colours. Sony Ericsson also 
produced PlayStation-certified devices that 
had access to mobile versions of the coveted 
console’s games. In 2012, Sony acquired 
Ericsson’s share in the venture, and today it 
manufactures Android smartphones under 
the well-known Xperia sub-brand.

FOUNDERS: SONY CORPORATION AND ERICSSON

JAPAN

2010

Google

2001

1998

1989 The first commercial device powered by 
Android debuted in 2008, and Google’s 
mobile operating system had become the 
best-selling OS worldwide on smartphones 
by 2011 and on tablets by 2013. Today, it has 
the largest installed base of any operating 
system, with over 2.6 million apps on the 
Google Play store, compared to 2.2 million 
on the Apple Store. Google finally launched 
its own Android-powered phones in 2016, 
Pixel and Pixel XL.

FOUNDERS: LARRY PAGE AND SERGEY BRIN

USA

Oppo
Oppo is currently the top smartphone 
brand in China and is ranked fifth 
worldwide. It has a large following in its 
target markets of mainland China, Hong 
Kong, Taiwan, Japan, USA, Europe, 
Australia, New Zealand and India. In 
2017, Oppo won the bid to sponsor the 
Indian national cricket team from 2017 
to 2022, ensuring that the company’s 
logo becomes further seared into our 
collective consciousness.

FOUNDER: CHEN MINGYONG (TONY CHEN)

CHINA

Vivo
The word vivo translates to “life”, 
and how apt it is that, for better or 
worse, life feels incomplete without a 
mobile phone! Since its founding, Vivo 
has expanded to over 100 countries 
around the world, with a large following 
in Pakistan as of late. The company is 
also known for the Vivo Nex, which 
features two optical fingerprint scanners 
under its display and a camera that 
mechanically pops up!

FOUNDER: SHEN WEI

CHINA

Xiaomi
Xiaomi makes a variety of products 
including laptops and TVs, but has its roots 
in the manufacturing of smartphones. 
In 2010, it released its first Android-based 
firmware, MIUI, and in 2011, its first 
smartphone – the Mi1. After receiving 
USD1.1 billion from investors in 2014, 
Xiaomi became the most valuable tech 
startup in the world, leaving Uber behind at 
number two.

FOUNDERS: LEI JUN, LIN BIN, LIU DE,  
HONG FENG, DR ZHOU GUANGPING,  
LI WANQIANG, AND WONG KONG-KAT

CHINA

Asus made a name for itself making 
motherboards and computers, and entered 
the smartphone scene relatively late, releasing 
its first-generation ZenFones in 2014.
The Android-powered smartphones mainly 
use Intel rather than the ARM processors 
used by many competitors. Notably, Asus 
phones also generally have two SIM slots. 
Asus is currently very influential in the large 
mobile markets of India, China, and many 
southeast Asian countries.

FOUNDERS: T.H. TUNG, TED HSU, WAYNE HSIEH 
AND M.T. LIAO

Asus
TAIWAN

2009

2001
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Trending Mobile Applications in Asia
Mobile applications offer convenience at the tip of our fingers. 
Food or transport, shopping or communicating, there’s an app 
for that! These trending applications have streamlined day-to-
day activities, changed how we consume products and food,  
and brought us all closer together.

Facebook
Who hasn’t heard of Facebook? 
Created by five brilliant college students, 
the company is now considered one of 
the “big four” technology companies 
alongside Amazon, Apple, and Google. 
Facebook brings people together across 
the globe through its messaging service, 
games, and of course, staying connected 
with old friends and new. Facebook is used 
widely across Asia, with China being the 
only exception.

MADE IN THE USA

Spotify
The country that gave us ABBA, one 
of the most commerically successful 
pop groups of all time, also created 
the planet’s biggest audio streaming 
platform and application, with more 
than 230 million monthly listeners. 
Music streaming is growing rapidly in 
the region, from Singapore to Saudi 
Arabia, Israel to India, and Spotify’s large 
catalogue as well as variety of genres and 
languages is continuing to bring a diverse 
range of music to listeners across Asia.

MADE IN SWEDEN

1999

FOUNDED

1996

2006

2004

Expedia
Expedia is one of the fastest-growing travel 
booking websites and mobile applications 
in Asia. It was formed in 1996 as a division 
of Microsoft, but broke away as a public 
company under the name of Expedia 
Group in 1999. Today, the application is 
widely used to compare travel rates and 
book flight tickets, rent cars, reserve hotel 
stays, and purchase holiday packages.

MADE IN THE USA

Alibaba
As of 2018, Alibaba has the ninth highest 
global brand value and is currently in 
the top 10 biggest and most valuable 
companies in the world with its monthly 
number of users hitting 104 million 
across Asia and beyond. The app offers 
consumer-to-consumer, business-to-
consumer, and business-to-business 
services, making it a platform suited to all, 
whether buying or selling.

MADE IN CHINA

CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE 
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WhatsApp
If someone tells you to “message” them, 
there’s every chance that they’re expecting 
to hear from you on WhatsApp. The 
primary method of texting in many 
countries, the service has a huge following 
in Asia as well, with the exception of 
China, of course. WhatsApp is now owned 
by Facebook and sits alongside Messenger 
as the most downloaded apps on the 
planet – along with Instagram, another 
Facebook acquisition.

MADE IN THE USA

2017

2012

2010

2009

Foodpanda
Emerging out of Berlin in 2012, Foodpanda 
operates in 40 countries around the 
world today, and about half of these are 
in Asia. The application facilitates food 
deliveries from over 27,000 restaurants 
across 193 cities, and everything can be 
selected and ordered on its platform. 
Following a delivery, there’s an after-sales 
review process where consumers can rate 
and comment on both the food and the 
delivery process.

MADE IN GERMANY

WeChat
In surveys asking users what their most 
frequented social media application is, 
messaging apps come out tops. Not far 
behind big names like WhatsApp (1.5 
billion users) and Facebook Messenger 
(1.3 billion users), WeChat boasts over a 
billion users and has the Chinese market 
all to itself. It is not only a convenient 
platform for communication, but also 
provides translation services, and a 
payment feature, so you can leave home 
with nothing but your phone!

MADE IN CHINA

Grab
Grab dominates ride-hailing applications 
in Southeast Asia. It also features digital 
payments, parcel deliveries, e-scooter 
rental services, and food delivery. Having 
started in Singapore, it now operates 
in 168 cities across eight countries: 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 
Vietnam. 

MADE IN SINGAPORE

TikTok
TikTok was downloaded more than 100 
million times on the Apple App Store in 
the first half of 2018. The app was launched 
in 2017 by Beijing-based company 
ByteDance for markets outside of the 
country, whilst China has its own version 
called Douyin. TikTok is all about short 
looping videos, lip-synching videos, and 
other random antics – perfect for all of us 
with short attention spans!
 

MADE IN CHINA

Did you know that the most liked photo 
on Instagram is not of Kylie Jenner or 
her daughter, but of an egg? It has 53.8 
million likes – move over, influencers! 
Instagram was created by two American 
entrepreneurs, Kevin Systrom and Mike 
Krieger in 2010, and bought over by 
Facebook two years later due to its rapid 
growth and success. Today, Instagram 
has over a billion users and is a massive 
platform in Asia for advertising a company 
– or oneself.

Instagram
MADE IN THE USA

2011

2012
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Attending a great University aids in attaining important contacts, 
meeting established individuals from your target fields, crafting a 
good resume, and having better career opportunities in general. 
Thankfully, we have a ton of those in Asia – see them for yourself 
in this list of Asia’s top ranked educational institutes.

Top Educational Institutes
in Asia
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University of Tokyo
As the first imperial university in Japan, 
the University of Tokyo is seen as a 
prestigious establishment for higher 
education. It is ranked 23rd in the QS 
World University Rankings, and 11th in 
Asia. It has courses taught in English, 
which is a rarity in the country.

TOKYO, JAPAN

National University 
of Singapore
Founded as the Straits Settlements and 
Federated Malay States Government 
Medical School, NUS is the oldest 
higher education institution in 
Singapore. The comprehensive research 
institution is ranked first in Asia and 
11th position globally in the QS World 
University Rankings.

SINGAPORE

Kyoto University
Number 35 globally and 14th in Asia 
according to the QS World University 
Rankings, Kyoto University is known for 
its large engineering faculty – as well as its 
beloved clock tower. Nine of its students 
and staff have received Nobel Prizes.

KYOTO, JAPAN

Peking University
Peking University is the oldest university 
in China, replacing the ancient Guozijian 
school in 1898. Its campus grounds and 
the beauty of its traditional Chinese 
architecture are well known, and the 
university has become a part of the city’s 
tourist attractions. It is ranked 30th in the 
world and second in China according to 
the QS World University Rankings.

BEIJING, CHINA

1869

FOUNDED

1877

1905

1898
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University of 
Hong Kong

HONG KONG

The University of Hong Kong is the oldest 
tertiary institution in the territory, and was 
also the first university established by the 
British Empire in East Asia. According to the 
QS World University Rankings, it is second 
in Asia and in the 25th position globally. 
As a research-driven university, 111 of their 
professors have been ranked as the world’s 
top one percent scientists by Essential 
Science Indicators, Thomson Reuters.

Weizmann
Institute of Science
The Weizmann Institute of Science is known 
for its extremely high research output, 
where in-house scientists focus on genetic 
engineering at the molecular level, extreme 
miniaturisation in manufacturing, medical 
advances, and biological computers.

REHOVOT, ISRAEL

Seoul National
University
Ranked 36th in the world and 10th in Asia, 
according to the QS World University 
Rankings, Seoul National University is 
considered the most prestigious university 
in Korea. It became a Japanese Imperial 
University during Japan’s occupation of 
Korea, and was later taken over by North 
Korea during the Korean War of the 1950s. 

SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA

Tsinghua University
As a major research university in Beijing 
and a member of the elite C9 League of 
Chinese universities, Tsinghua University 
is ranked 17th in the world in the QS 
World University Rankings. It is well-
known for its engineering and science 
programmes, which have attained a 
world standing.

BEIJING, CHINA

1911

1946

1911

FOUNDED
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King Abdulaziz
University
Founded as a private institution, King 
Abdulaziz University became a public 
university in 1971. The QS World 
University Rankings has put it in the 186th 
position globally, and it strives to be a 
centre for knowledge that incorporates 
Islamic values with inventiveness, 
scientific diversity, applied research and 
collaborations for societal progress.

JEDDAH , SAUDI ARABIA

Nanyang  
Technological
 University
Nanyang Technological University (NTU) 
is a research-based public university often 
included amongst the most beautiful 
university campuses in the world. It 
has 57 Green Mark-certified buildings, 
reinforcing its emphasis on sustainability. 
NTU has been placed 12th globally in the 
QS World University Rankings, and is also 
the world’s best young university (under 
50 years old) for the sixth consecutive year 
in 2019.

SINGAPORE

1967

1981

“Education breeds 
confidence, and that 
breeds hope. And hope 
creates peace.”
Confucius

Guangdong Ocean
University

GUANGDONG, CHINA

The name “Malindo” signifies a cooperative 
pact between Malaysia and Indonesia. 
The airline’s inaugural flight from Kuala Lumpur 
to Kota Kinabalu was in March 2013, with its 
first international flight to Dhaka, Bangladesh 
that same year. Today, Malindo services cities 
in Thailand, India, Indonesia, Singapore, and 
Nepal. Travellers can experience luxury in 
Malindo Air Business Class at low rates.

DID YOU KNOW
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Woodstock School
UTTARAKHAND, INDIA

Ruamrudee 
International School
Ruamrudee is Thai for “union of hearts”, 
which encapsulates the school’s goal 
of welcoming all students into an 
atmosphere of compassion and learning. 
Founded by the Redemptorist priests 
of Holy Redeemer Church in Thailand, 
Ruamrudee is an NGO under the 
Kingdom of Thailand, and shifted from the 
British education system to the American 
system in 1966. It is among the top five 
international schools in the country and 
caters to students from preschool to
grade 12.

BANGKOK, THAILAND

1854

FOUNDED

1957

1978

Beginning life as Yamaha Kindergarten, 
Kinderland only got its present name in 
1985. Since then, Kinderland Educare 
Services, now a member of Crestar 
Education Group, has been providing 
an education that incorporates Western 
teaching methods and standards with 
Eastern morals and strong familial 
interpersonal relationships. As a successful 
regional preschool, it has also been 
established in Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Bangladesh, China, Cambodia,
and Vietnam.

SINGAPORE

Kinderland

The finest schools don’t just teach their students the fundamentals. 
They provide a stimulating and challenging environment to apply 
their knowledge; they nurture and guide the individual to be the best 
version of themselves, positive members of the group but also of the 
community as a whole.

Set in the foothills of the Himalayas, 
Woodstock School is in a truly exceptional 
location overlooking valleys and hills 
either dusted with snow in the winter or 
lusciously green in the summer. Initially 
established as a Protestant girls’ school, 
it is also one of the oldest residential 
schools in Asia, with 165 years of history. 
The school began enrolling boys from 
1928, providing an American curriculum 
to prepare students for US colleges and 
universities. In 1959, it became the first 
school in Asia to receive US accreditation. 

CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE 
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International School 
Ho Chi Minh City
International School Ho Chi Minh 
City was so-named in 1997, having 
been previously called International 
Grammar School. It is the first and 
most established international school in 
Vietnam’s second city and also the first 
school in the city certified to provide 
all three International Baccalaureate 
Programmes (Primary Years 
Programme, Middle Years Programme 
and the IB Diploma). It follows the 
American education system.

VIETNAM

1993

FOUNDED

1995

Etonhouse 
International 
Education Group
Ng Gim Choo founded Etonhouse 
Group after working in London, where 
her children went to school. She was 
inspired by her children’s positive 
experience and decided to give up her 
auditing career to establish a Singapore 
school modelled after the British system. 
Today, Etonhouse has a hundred schools 
across 11 countries catering to over 
15,000 children from pre-nursery level to 
high school. 

SINGAPORE
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International
Ocean Institute (IOI)

THAILAND

Founded by marine conservationist Prof 
Elisabeth Mann-Borgese, the International 
Ocean Institute (IOI) is an NGO 
involved in the promotion of sustainable 
development, management, and protection 
of the world’s oceans. She was instrumental 
in developing the principles that govern 
the peaceful use of ocean services, the 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS). With a mission of ensuring 
sustainability and viewing the ocean as a 
source of life, promoting peace in terms of 
ocean governance and interlinking it with 
conservation, the organisation conducts 
training in order to groom future leaders 
of ocean governance. Located in Thailand, 
IOI’s Asian training centre conducts ocean 
governance, conflict management, and 
SWOT modules, as well as educates on the 
management of relations with the ocean in 
the Southeast Asian region. 

FOUNDER: ELISABETH MANN-BORGESE

Notable Non-Governmental 
Organisations & 
Humanitarian Groups 
in Asia
In Asia, industrialisation and commercialisation have brought 
immeasurable benefits to society, but progress has come with 
its own challenges, too numerous for nations to cope with by 
themselves. Extraordinary citizens have stepped in, building 
vitally important organisations, whether large or small, that aim 
to solve these problems for the good of all.  

1972

FOUNDED

CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE 
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1981

1972

BANGLADESH

BRAC is actually the largest NGO in the 
world, in terms of both employee count 
and reach. It employs over 100,000 people, 
about 70 percent of which are women. 
Its mission is “to empower people and 
communities in situations of poverty, 
illiteracy, disease and social injustice, and 
to achieve large scale, positive changes 
through economic and social programmes 
that enable men and women to realise 
their potential”. After studying and 
working in the UK, founder Fazle Hasan 
Abed returned to his home country in 1971 
after the Bangladesh Liberation War, and 
was devastated to see everything in ruins. 
He decided to use the money he had from 
the sale of his London apartment to start 
up BRAC. The organisation now operates 
in more than 69,000 villages across 
Bangladesh and covers an estimated 110 
million people through its development 
interventions, which range from 
primary education, essential healthcare, 
agricultural support, and human rights 
and legal services to microfinance and 
enterprise development. 

FOUNDER: SIR FAZLE HASAN ABED

BRAC 
(Bangladesh Rural 
Advancement 
Committee)

Snow Leopard 
Trust

MONGOLIA

Helen Elaine Freeman was a volunteer 
at Woodland Park Zoo, Seattle, where 
she was drawn to the snow leopards. 
Upon learning about their endangered 
status, she set up the Snow Leopard Trust 
to protect the animals in the wild and 
preserve their habitat through education 
and enforcement. By the organisation’s 
own estimates, there are no more than 
6,390 snow leopards left in the wild, and 
possibly fewer than 4,000. As such, the 
Snow Leopard Trust focuses its research, 
education, and conservation efforts in five 
countries where the big cat is found: China, 
India, Mongolia, Pakistan, and Kyrgyzstan. 
The organisation employs community-
oriented conservation projects based on a 
scientific understanding of snow leopard 
habitats, needs, behaviours, and threats.

FOUNDER: HELEN ELAINE FREEMAN 
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KAZAKHSTAN

The Open Society Foundations were 
founded by business magnate George 
Soros, who has donated more than USD32 
billion of his personal fortune over the 
last 35 years. Member organisation Soros 
Foundation, Kazakhstan was formed to 
advance values of the Open Society in 
Kazakhstan in order to enforce human 
rights, ensure budget transparency, and 
increase social activism in society. It 
has granted more than USD70 million 
to promote civil-society initiatives in 
Kazakhstan since 1995, tackling a range 
of issues from HIV/AIDS prevention 
programmes to a variety of educational 
programmes, aimed at children and adults 
alike, to enhance skills for critical thinking 
and public debate.

FOUNDER: GEORGE SOROS

Soros Foundation

PHOTO: AKOS STILLER FOR THE OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATION

1990

FOUNDED

1995

“I believe that in philanthropy 
one should do the right thing, 
whether or not it succeeds.”

George Soros
Founder of Open Society 
Foundations

CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE 

THAILAND

Previously known as End Child 
Prostitution and Trafficking, ECPAT is an 
organisation that works to enforce child 
protection against sexual exploitation, 
such as child pornography and trafficking. 
Headquartered in Bangkok, Thailand, it 
is spread across 93 countries, and its New 
Zealand-born founder, Ronald Michael 
O’Grady, was nominated for two Nobel 
Peace Prizes. The NGO’s mission is to 
“advocate for change with governments 
and the international community, work to 
better understand the problem through 
research and prioritise the needs of child 
victims and survivors”. The organisation 
is looking towards the Sustainable 
Development Goals and Agenda 2030 to 
eliminate all forms of violence
against children.

FOUNDER: RONALD MICHAEL O’GRADY

ECPAT 
International
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HONG KONG

Animals Asia was established with the 
mission “to end the farming of bears 
for bile in Vietnam and China, provide 
sanctuary for bears, end the suffering 
of wild animals in captivity, and ensure 
humane treatment of dogs and cats”. 
Founder Jill Robinson moved from 
England to Hong Kong in the 1980s 
to work for the International Fund for 
Animal Welfare, which focused on work 
in China and South Korea. After visiting a 
bear bile farm in 1993, her heart crumbled, 
and she knew she had to make a change. 
She researched the methods of the 
process of bile usage, and 
negotiated with the Chinese 
government, all whilst setting 
up Animals Asia, which has 
now taken on the bulk of 
research and conservation 
efforts. The organisation has 
rescued over 600 bears, and 
is also looking to end the 
trade of “meat dogs” in 
Asia. They have offices 
in Australia, China, 
Germany, Italy, UK, 
USA and Vietnam, 
and more than 300 
staff members.

FOUNDER: JILL ROBINSON

Animals Asia

1996

1998

PHOTO: GANESH RAGHUNATHAN FOR NATURE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION
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Nature Conservation 
Foundation

INDIA

Based in Mysore, India, the Nature 
Conservation Foundation is known to 
promote science for wildlife conservation 
in the country. Their goal is to “carry out 
science-based and socially responsible 
conservation”, and the work covers a 
wide range of wildlife habitats, from 
deep into coral reefs, across tropical 
rainforests, and up into the mountains 
of the Himalayas. Established by wildlife 
biologist and ecologist Mysore Doreswamy 
Madhusudan, the foundation aims not only 
to promote wildlife conservation, but also 
to safeguard livelihood and development 
options for local communities that depend 
on natural resources.

FOUNDER: MYSORE DORESWAMY MADHUSUDAN
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Afghan Mobile
Mini Circus for
Children (MMCC)

AFGHANISTAN

To combat Afghanistan’s bleak war history, 
the Mobile Mini Circus for Children 
(MMCC) was created as a nonprofit 
organisation to work with orphaned, 
traumatised, and needy children to invoke 
the childhood necessities of creativity 
and fun through drama and stunts. Their 
mission is simple: to bring back laughter to 
the children of a war-torn country. When 
MMCC started, fewer than a million 
children in Afghanistan attended schools, 
of which there were hardly any. Many 
NGOs popped up to help with education, 
shelter, and food, but MMCC decided 
to focus on developing the soft values 
that are necessary to childhood. Their 
workshops have catered to more than 
2.7 million children in 25 provinces. The 
forgotten pleasure of expression through 
art is revived through cultural pursuits and 
a local framework in an effort to help them 
grow as individuals.

FOUNDER: DAVID MASON

PHOTOS: MMCC GLOBAL

2002

FOUNDED
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Founded by the Vice President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE, Dubai Cares aims to 
educate each child in order to break the 
cycle of poverty. The organisation’s belief is 
that “education is an irrevocable asset and 
an essential right of every child”. It aims 
to provide education through strategic 
partnerships to create sustainable impact 
in the lives of underprivileged children 
around the world, which in turn helps 
societal progress. As such, Dubai Cares has 
developed educational programmes not just 
in poverty stricken countries in the Middle 
East, but also those in Asia, Africa, and 
South America.

FOUNDER: 
SHEIKH MOHAMMED BIN RASHID AL MAKTOUM  

Dubai Cares Save Our Street 
Dogs (SOSD)

SINGAPORE

Dr Siew Tuck Wah is, surprisingly, not a vet, 
but a medical aesthetic doctor who owns 
his own clinic specialising in plastic surgery, 
aesthetic medicine, and laser treatment 
for the face and body. To work full-time 
at Save Our Street Dogs (SOSD), he quit 
his job and luxurious lifestyle to dedicate 
his life to the dogs that needed him. In 
Singapore, stray dogs are being put to sleep 
due to the lack of space and resources in a 
rapidly urbanising city. As such, the SOSD 
mission is to “work to reduce cruelty 
to dogs by raising public awareness,” 
“improve the lives of dogs through rescue, 
rehabilitation, rehoming, and Trap-Neuter-
Release (TNR) programmes”, “improve 
appreciation of canine companionship 
through outreach activities”, and “use 
canine-related activities for specific 
beneficiary groups”. In the last year, the 
organisation has grown by enlisting 123 
new volunteers and staff members, all of 
whom have collectively rehomed 274 dogs, 
and conducted adoption drives, talks, and 
training sessions. While Dr Siew is now 
back to his profession, he still manages 
his passion, and has a team that shares his 
vision and devotion for the wellbeing of the 
country’s street dogs.

FOUNDER: DR SIEW TUCK WAH

UAE

2007

2011

“Education is more than 
a human right, it is an 
irrevocable asset.”
Dubai Cares

PHOTO:SOSD

PHOTO:DUBAI CARES
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Whether you want to indulge your every whim aboard one of the 
world’s enormous “floating cities” or experience the thrill of 
diving while being pampered in style, we have the perfect cruise 
ship and liveaboard recommendations for you. Anchors aweigh!

Cruises & Liveaboards
Across Asia

Prominent 



Royal Caribbean 
International

NORWAY

Notable as the largest cruise line by 
revenue and the second-largest by 
passenger count, Royal Carribean 
International dates back to its founding 
in Norway in 1968. Its Asia cruises depart 
from Singapore, Shanghai and Tianjin and 
visit the biggest cities of China and Japan, 
and the beautiful beaches and rainforests 
of Thailand and Malaysia.

Another cruise line owned by Genting 
Hong Kong, Dream Cruises was founded 
in November 2015 as an Asian luxury 
cruise line. It currently has three ships: 
Genting Dream, World Dream and Explorer 
Dream, which formerly sailed as SuperStar 
Virgo for Star Cruises.

Dream Cruises
HONG KONG

Only operating in the Asia-Pacific market, 
Star Cruises traces its founding by 
Malaysian Chinese billionaire businessman 
Lim Kok Thay to 1993. Owned by Genting 
Hong Kong, it operates in the waters of 
Hong Kong, Japan, and South Korea. The 
cruise line also organises special events 
such as the Oktoberfest at Sea, which runs 
between September and October.

Star Cruises
HONG KONG

Founded in 1965, Princess Cruises is 
currently the second-largest cruise line 
by revenue. The company made a name 
for itself through The Love Boat television 
series, which featured the Pacific Princess. 
Departing from Singapore, Tokyo, Kobe, 
Shanghai, and Hong Kong, cruises visit 
numerous UNESCO World Heritage Sites 
throughout Asia.

Princess Cruises
USA

With ports all over the world,
Crystal Cruises is an American cruise 
line established in 1988. It formerly had 
ships made in Japan under Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. Popular destinations in Asia 
include Hong Kong, Singapore, Manila, 
and Ho Chi Minh City.

Crystal Cruises
USA (SHIP MADE IN JAPAN)

Silversea has been a leader in the ultra-
luxury market, offering award-winning 
itineraries to inspire wanderlust and 
exploration. Founded in 1994, the 
cruise line covers over 900 destinations 
worldwide, with Asian cruises departing 
from Singapore, Hong Kong, Bali, 
Mumbai, Colombo, and others. 

Silversea Cruises
MONACO
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One of the brands under the Worldwide 
Dive and Sail umbrella, Siren Fleet offers a 
trio of world-class liveaboards cruising to 
the best dive sites in Indonesia, Palau and 
the Philippines. With professional, highly 
experienced crews, Siren Fleet’s yachts offer 
a wide variety of itineraries and provide 
exemplary service to underwater shooters 
as well as divers.

Siren Fleet
THAILAND
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For over 35 years, Aggressor has been 
associated with offering the ultimate dive 
liveaboard experience. Its fleet of luxury 
liveaboards visit many of the most famous 
dive destinations around the world, 
from Central America to the Caribbean, 
Southeast Asia to the South Pacific. 
Aggressor Liveaboards won 87 awards 
in Scuba Diving magazine’s 2020 Readers 
Choice Awards.

Aggressor
USA

Mola Mola Liveaboard offers tradition and 
comfort at its finest. Newly built in 2018 
of traditional wooden Phinisi, Mola Mola 
Liveaboard offers explorations to the best of 
Indonesian waters, from Komodo Islands 
to Cendrawasih Bay, where thousands of 
underwater creatures and fantastic views 
can be seen. Accommodating up to 16 
guests, everyone is catered with delicious 
international and traditional cuisine 
cooked fresh every day with locally 
sourced ingredients.

Mola Mola
Liveaboard

INDONESIA

Experience the living beauty of the ocean 
onboard the stunning Infiniti yacht. Newly 
renovated with 11 rooms and en-suite 
bathroom, guests can comfortably sail 
through the waters while relishing in the 
beautiful sights of the ocean. The liveaboard 
also offers divers to explore undisturbed, 
remote dive sites that daily boats can’t 
reach. This is definitely akin to having a 
home in the sea, and one you’d never like 
to leave!

Infiniti Liveaboard
PHILIPPINES

Providing three dive trips from Phuket or 
Krabi to North Adaman, South Adaman, 
and Phi Phi Island, the Whale Liveaboard 
is the whale (way) to go for island hoppers. 
The liveaboard caters up to 12 guests and is 
furnished with modern-styled twin bunks. 
Guests can also enjoy an array of fresh catch 
throughout meals.

Whale Liveaboard
THAILAND

Princesa Luluka first set sail in 2010, offering 
exciting adventures in Maldivian waters in 
its state-of-the-art liveaboard built in Egypt. 
Focusing on providing first-class service to 
its guests and ensuring quality control, the 
liveaboard features beautifully furnished 
rooms and even a water slide running along 
the outside of the vessel. 

Princesa Luluka
MALDIVES 

A traditional vessel constucted by 
Indonesian master boatbuilders,
Damai II is a luxurious liveaboard that plies 
the waters of the Indonesia Archipelago. 
The liveaboard features its own camera 
room, making it the perfect choice for 
keen underwater photographers. Guests 
can enjoy the stunning marine life at many 
of Indonesia’s finest dive destinations, 
including Komodo, Raja Ampat, and 
Cendrawasih Bay.

Damai II
INDONESIA
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Whether you’re planning that special honeymoon trip, travelling 
in style with your dive buddy, or vacationing with the family, a spa 
resort or villa is the perfect choice for a relaxing stay. So leave the 
hustle and bustle of everyday life behind and let your hosts take 
care of everything, just for a little while.

Spa Resorts & Villas 
in Asia

Exquisite  

CELEBRATING OUTSTANDING BRANDS IN ASIA
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Anantara
Hoi An Resort

HOI AN, VIETNAM

Hoi An is a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, and Anantara Resort is its perfect 
companion. Positioned on the banks of the 
Thu Bon River in central Vietnam, the resort 
boasts a variety of suites with either river or 
garden views. It is known for its local fresh 
seafood fare, served on the riverfront. The 
Anantara spa offers traditional Vietnamese 
massages – the Vietnamese Four-Hand 
Massage or the Vietnamese Green Tea and 
Salt Body Scrub. There is also an option to 
design your own treatment, and the luxury 
of private baths. Anantara Hoi An also takes 
full advantage of its rich surroundings and 
natural heritage by providing local area 
excursions to An Bang Beach, Cham Islands, 
Hai Van Pas, Japanese Bridge, Kim Bong 
Carpentry Village, Marble Mountains,
My Son Sanctuary, Thanh Ha Pottery 
Village, and the Tra Que Vegetable Village.

GETTING THERE

From Danang 
International Airport or 
Danang Central Train 
Station, it is a 50-minute 
drive. Limousine 
services to and from the 
resort can be arranged 
on request.

Conrad Maldives 
Rangali Island

RANGALI ISLAND, MALDIVES

With its pristine beaches and gin-clear 
waters, the Maldives is a true island 
paradise, and Conrad Maldives Rangali 
Island is a resort that combines this 
extraordinary location with exemplary 
architecture and charm. Applauded by 
Time magazine as one of the “World’s Top 
100 Greatest Destinations in 2018”, the 
resort offers two accommodation options 
on two separate islands: Rangalifinolhu 
Island and Rangali Island. The former 
hosts beach villas, while the latter houses 
water villas that have their own private spa 
treatment rooms. It’s impossible to pick, 
but whichever you choose, you get to enjoy 
an underwater dining experience in the 
world’s first all-glass undersea restaurant!

GETTING THERE

This exclusive island 
is only accessible by 
seaplane, which takes 
30-minutes from Malé 
International Airport.

PHOTO: HILTON
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More often than not, villas and Bali go hand 
in hand. Hoshinoya brings this widely-
used national concept a step further by 
combining Japanese design without letting 
go of traditional Balinese roots. The resort 
itself is ringed with lush green hills and 
overlooks the Pakerisan River, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. The three different 
villa options are encased within hand-
carved Balinese temple doors, but inside, 
Japanese architectural elements are seen 
in perfect harmony with local design. A 
restaurant on the premises serves Balinese 
dishes with a unique Japanese twist. In the 
villas, comfortable futon-style beds rest on 
the ground, and there are walk-in showers 
as well as semi-private pools. Traditional 
Balinese spa treatments and massages 
are offered, using locally sourced natural 
ingredients. Craft and dance workshops 
and yoga classes are conducted, providing 
tranquillity for every body, mind and soul.

Hoshinoya
BALI, INDONESIA

GETTING THERE

From Ngurah Rai 
International Airport in 
Denpasar, it takes 90 
minutes by car. The drive 
itself is an experience, 
passing by temples and 
rice-terraced fields. This 
is optimally enjoyed 
from morning to early 
afternoon and avoids 
the afternoon rush hour 
traffic. Private transfers 
can be arranged.

Nongsa, Batam is sometimes referred to as 
the Santorini of Asia, thanks to Montigo 
Resorts. The signature white beachfront 
resort offers sandy beaches, vast blue 
skies, scenic landscapes, and stunning 
villas. There are over a hundred villas to 
choose from, ranging from one to five 
bedrooms. They come with private pools 
and breathtaking, postcard-worthy views. 
The TIIGO Beach Club is located in its 
premises and hosts live DJ events and dance 
parties. Thereafter, you can wind down 
at the Montigo Spa, which offers various 
options for massages, facials, and baths. 
Cooking classes are also conducted, and 
these include catching your own fish!

Montigo Resorts
BATAM, INDONESIA

GETTING THERE

The ferry ride from 
Tanah Merah Ferry 
Terminal (Singapore) 
to Nongsapura Ferry 
Terminal (Nongsa) is 
approximately 30 to 
40 minutes. Guests 
are offered two-
way complimentary 
land transfers from 
Nongsapura Ferry 
Terminal to Montigo 
Resorts.

Phang Nga Bay hosts Yao Noi, a tropical 
island with dense greenery, surrounded by 
vast seas. Sounds good? Wait. On this isle, 
there is another paradise, only accessible 
via boat. Six Senses Yao Noi has planted 
56 unique villas that boast personal beach 
space, infinity pools, open-style showers, 
and incredible ocean or garden views. 
Its spa radiates relaxation even before 
your massage with its hillside location, 
traditional Asian longhouse design, and 
local products. Their four restaurants 
whets every appetite – whether you’re in 
the mood for something simple or fancy. 
There are also organised cave explorations, 
water sports, and Thai cooking and batik 
classes.

Six Senses Yao Noi
THAILAND

GETTING THERE

From Phuket 
International Airport,  
it takes 20 minutes by 
car to Ao Por Marina, 
and then 45 minutes by 
speedboat to Six Senses 
Yao Noi. Private transfers 
can be arranged.

PHOTO: HOSHINO RESORTS INC. PHOTO: MONTIGO RESORTS PTE LTD
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PHOTO: SANCTUM INLE RESORT

Sanctum, or sanctuary, is ultimately 
what this resort offers. Located in 
Maing Thauk Village on the banks of 
Inle Lake, the resort is partly set on dry 
land while the other half sits on stilts 
over the water. Its architectural style 
incorporates Mediterranean resort styles, 
but its scenery and tranquil realm make it 
quintessentially Burmese, showcasing life 
unchanged for decades. The resort offers 
a pool, an extensive library, and a spa, but 
the highlight of the resort’s facilities are its 
silk and lotus weaving workshops, which 
offer a fascinating, authentic experience.

Sanctum
Inle Resort

NYAUNGSHWE, MYANMAR

GETTING THERE

The nearest airport is 
Heho, which is served 
by flights from Yangon, 
Nyaung-u, Mandalay, 
Tachilek, and Keng Tung. 
It takes 90 minutes 
by road from Heho 
Airport to Sanctum 
Inle Resort, through 
picturesque villages 
and hills. Alternatively, 
you can drive from Heho 
Airport to Nyang Shwe 
and from there take an 
hour-long boat ride to 
the resort. Overland and 
water transfers can be 
arranged.

KumbukRiver 
Resort

BUTTALA, SRI LANKA

The KumbukRiver Resort is an eco-lodge 
that is a real getaway: no tall buildings, no 
concrete paths, no Wi-Fi. There are four 
villas on offer, each more unique than 
the next. The largest is a 12-metre-high 
structure – shaped like an elephant! – that 
has two large bedrooms on its upper deck 
and an open lounge and toilet with hot 
water showers downstairs. Tree Luxuria is 
the second villa, and it is built between two 
trees, with floor-to-ceiling glass walls, and 
overlooks the river. The Jungle Cabin offers 
views of the river and the jungle, while the 
Boat House sits atop the riverside, and has 
an elephant painted onto its structure. All 
four villas are beautifully built and offer 
complete privacy, ideal for honeymooners 
and people who crave some alone time.

GETTING THERE

KumbukRiver Resort 
is a six-hour drive 
southeast of Colombo 
International Airport. 
The last two kilometres 
are off-road, which can 
be a challenge if there 
is rain. However, if the 
road is not motorable at 
the time of arrival, the 
management provides 
parking facilities in the 
village and offers a free 
pick-up by mini tractor 
or tuk-tuk, depending on 
road conditions.

PHOTOS: KUMBUK RIVER
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Oberoi Sukhvilas 
Resort & Spa

CHANDIGARH, INDIA

Sukh denotes pleasure and comfort in Hindi. 
Picture a luxury spa resort surrounded by 
over 3,000 hectares of lush, natural forest. 
Live like a maharaja in a royal palace-like 
resort. Choose between extravagant villas 
or luxury tents, both with private pools and 
luscious baths. Try Ayurvedic therapies that 
ignite the soul, savour flavourful Punjabi 
cuisine, and take a moonlight stroll through 
the gardens. Now, finally, you can be sukhi – 
happy and content.

GETTING THERE

It takes less than an hour 
to drive from Chandigarh 
Airport, and just 40 
minutes from Chandigarh 
Railway Station.

.

PHOTO: OBEROI HOTELS & RESORTS

Rosewood
Luang Prabang

LUANG PRABANG, LAOS

A UNESCO World Heritage Site, Luang 
Prabang offers an enthralling fusion of Lao 
and French architecture nestled amongst 
deep valleys and stunning mountains. 
Amidst one of these striking structures 
is Rosewood Luang Prabang. The resort 
includes deluxe rooms, specialty suites, 
riverside villas, pool villas and hilltop tents. 
Each offers views of the river or mountains. 
Besides your personal pool, there are also 
wooden outdoor baths, rain showers, 
and large balconies – everything a dream 
vacation is made of!

GETTING THERE

The resort is in Nauea 
Village, a mere 
20-minute ride by car 
from Luang Prabang 
Airport.

PHOTO: ROSEWOOD HOTELS AND RESORTS Banyan Tree
SINGAPORE

Scheduled to open in 2023, this resort will 
be nestled in Mandai, an area still largely 
untouched, and currently home to the Singapore 
Zoo. It will be Singapore’s first eco-resort and 
will run on 40 percent less energy than the 
average consumption in hotels of the same size. 
Atop a treehouse concept villa, there will be five 
wildlife parks to overlook, which, in turn, will 
also protect the natural habitat of the resident 
animals. Banyan Tree also plans to host recycling 
workshops, themed movie screenings, and 
guided Nature walks. Finally, a jungle experience 
in an urban one!

DID YOU KNOW
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Securing its reputation as one of the 
world’s finest diving and snorkelling 
destinations, Wakatobi, located in 
southeastern Sulawesi, Indonesia, is the 
perfect dive resort destination for those 
who want to experience 5-star amenities 
in a remote pristine natural environment. 
Not only will you be greeted with spacious 
and comfortable accommodation and 
fine dining, Wakatobi exceeds guests 
expectations in providing a personalisation 
dive and non-dive service, as well as 
provides a unique and enriching experience 
for those seeking recreation, relaxation, 
and privacy. Their private charter flight will 
transport you from Bali to their purpose-
built airstrip in less than three hours, 
followed by a short boat ride to the resort, 
where the vacation will truly begin.

Wakatobi Dive
Resort

SULAWESI, INDONESIA

GETTING THERE

A private air charter 
will fly you from Bali to 
Wakatobi, then it’s a 
short drive and boat ride 
to the resort.

Sri Lanka is not just known for its wildlife 
and greenery, but also snorkelling and 
diving in its crystal-clear waters. Cape 
Weligama is the top choice for access 
to the western end of the beach, where 
PADI courses, night dives and wreck dives 
are conducted. For those that prefer to 
keep their heads above water, there are 
also whale- and dolphin-watching trips. 
The resort encompasses 39 suites and 
villas scattered across eight gardens. Each 
accommodation has a steam room and a 
stone tub, perfect for post-dive relaxation.

Cape Weligama
WELIGAMA, SRI LANKA 

GETTING THERE

Fly from Colombo Airport 
to Ceylon Tea Trails, 
where a quick 30-minute 
flight landing on the 
Castlereagh Lake is a 
spectacular experience 
in itself. Air or road 
transfers can also be 
arranged.

PHOTO: PAPUA PARADISE

Papua Paradise 
Eco Resort

RAJA AMPAT, INDONESIA

At Papua Paradise Eco Resort, traditional 
stilt houses, known as water bungalows, are 
built over pristine seas, where divers can see 
manta rays, sharks, and shoals of schooling 
fish, and explore reef slopes with some of 
the widest diversity of corals in the world. 
Located on the uninhabited island of Birie, 
Papua Paradise is an official PADI Dive 
Resort, so you can choose to pick up diving 
here or upgrade your certification!

GETTING THERE

From Jakarta or Bali: 
Garuda Indonesia, 
Express Air, Sriwijaya Air 
and Lion/Wings operate 
daily flights to Sorong 
Airport (with stopovers 
in Ujung Pandang/
Makassar or Manado). 
From Singapore: SilkAir 
operates regular flights 
to Manado, where you 
can catch a plane to 
Sorong courtesy of 
Garuda Indonesia, 
Lion Air or Express Air. 
The resort offers daily 
transfers to and from 
Sorong Airport at a flat 
rate of USD200.
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Sporting Goods Companies 
in Asia
Sports companies are no longer just manufacturers of equipment; 
they have become lifestyle brands. These established sports 
companies, whether founded or popular in Asia, are the first that 
come to mind when one utters their associated activity or apparel 
and clothing type. 

Famed 

CELEBRATING OUTSTANDING BRANDS IN ASIA
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Adidas
Behind Nike, Adidas is the world’s second 
largest sportswear manufacturer, but 
has established its position as the first in 
Europe. Created by two brothers making 
products out of their basement in 1924, 
it was the only business at the time in 
Germany that made sports footwear. 
As such, it has come a long way, with 
stores and products above and  beyond 
the basement, city, country, region, 
and continent. Today, Adidas has been 
associated with not only several popular 
sports, such as basketball, cricket, and 
baseball, but also Kabaddi, an Indian sport 
that has gained a lot of recognition and 
prominence in the region since the Pro 
Kabaddi League in 2014. Kabaddi and 
cricket, both sports with a large fanbase 
in India, have increased the popularity of 
the brand, and its representation through 
celebrity ambassadors.

FOUNDER:  ADOLF DASSLER

GERMANY

1948

FOUNDED

1924

1964

Nike needs no introduction. The American 
company is the world’s largest supplier of 
sports apparel and street fashion, but did 
you know that Nike was actually opened 
under the name “Blue Ribbon Sports” to 
import shoes from Japan? Onitsuka Tiger, 
one of the oldest Japanese shoe companies, 
first expanded their market in America 
through Philip Knight, the founder of 
Blue Ribbon Sports, who had convinced 
them to ship their products over for sale, 
promising success. And successful it was. 
Shortly after, their “swoosh” logo was 
created, and a decade later, their own shoes 
and clothing, which were mostly produced 
(and still are) in China, Thailand, South 
Korea, and Vietnam. With this history, you 
could say while the brains behind Nike 
were American entreprenuers, its “sole” is 
essentially Asian!

FOUNDERS: BILL BOWERMAN AND PHIL KNIGH

Nike
USA

Puma, too, is a German company, and it is 
the third largest sportswear manufacturer 
in the world, after Nike and Adidas. It 
was established when the two brothers – 
Adolf and Rudolf Dassler – who created 
Adidas had a falling out. The brands 
were fierce rivals, and their hometown of 
Herzogenaurach was divided. The town 
was referred to as “Town of Bent Necks”, as 
locals were known to look down in order 
to see which shoes others had put on. 
Puma has sponsored several football World 
Cups and is currently the main producer 
of driving shoes and race suits, designing 
products for Formula One and NASCAR. 
With its large worldwide presence, 
especially prominent in Asia, we’re spoilt 
for options!

FOUNDER: RUDOLF DASSLER

Puma
GERMANY
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Brands with roots in Asia

1911

1946

FOUNDED

1906

Mizuno
JAPAN

What do fishing floats and racquets have in 
common? The nets! The other similarity 
is that Yoneyama produced both products 
different points in his career. The company 
was originally a producer of wooden fishing 
floats, which later died out, forcing Yonex 
founder Minoru Yoneyama to make a 
change. Determined to run the long race, 
he started making badminton racquets, first 
for other brands, and finally in 1961, under 
his own name. As a result, when one thinks 
“badminton”, one thinks “Yonex”. In 1969, 
Yonex introduced aluminium racquets for 
both badminton and tennis. From then 
on, they have made clubs, shoes, and balls 
as well. Yonex currently sponsors many 
Olympic events and athletes, and has also 
expanded from racquet sports to football 
and golf. 

FOUNDER: MINORU YONEYAMA

Yonex
JAPAN

While Fila was established in Biella, Italy, 
in 1911, it was sold to the USA in 2003. 
However, in 2007, it was acquired by 
Gene Yoon of Seoul, South Korea. Fila 
originally made clothes for people on the 
Italian Alps, but now manufacture fashion 
and sportswear for a global audience and 
officially sponsor the Korean baseball club 
Doosan Bears.

FOUNDER: GIANSEVERO FILA

Fila
SOUTH KOREA

CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE 

Mizuno first started manufacturing their 
own baseballs and gloves in 1913, moving 
away from strictly imported products. 
They also made the first nationally-made 
golf clubs of Japan – “Star Line” – in 1933, 
and opened the largest golf showroom in 
the world in 1935. Notably, Tiger Woods 
used Mizuno golf clubs until 1996. Now, 
Mizuno makes a wide variety of sports 
equipment and sportswear not only for golf, 
but also tennis, baseball, football, volleyball, 
running, skiing, cycling, judo, badminton, 
and several other sports.

FOUNDER: RIHACHI MIZUNO
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Anta
Founder Ding Shizhong initially created 
what is now China’s largest sports brand 
as a way to help his family stay afloat 
financially in 1994. Fifteen years later, 
the company was given an opportunity 
to shine at the Beijing Olympics, and 
concurrently managed to buy Fila’s China 
operations in the same year. Today, Anta 
has 600 Fila stores in China, and 7,000 
under its own title. They also sponsor 
several athletes, such as Manny Pacquiao 
and Klay Thompson, across a number of 
sports.

FOUNDER: DING SHIZHONG

CHINA

Asics
The man behind Onitsuka Tiger apparel is 
the same genius behind ASICS. Its iconic 
design was first established in 1966, and 
ASICS Corporation was officially formed 
in 1977. Today, it is known for its high 
quality running shoes and the company 
has been ranked in the Top 5 Running 
Shoe Brands in 2019.

FOUNDER: KIHACHIRO ONITSUKA

JAPAN

FBT
FBT is not only famous for its vibrantly 
coloured and comfortable shorts, but 
this Thai brand exports to more than 40 
countries worldwide. Chokephaibulkit 
was formerly a repairman for leather 
goods, and was once tasked to fix a 
football. That made history: He figured 
out how to sew a football just by studying 
one, and became the first manufacturer 
of footballs in Thailand. Henceforth, 
the company was named “Football Thai 
Factory (FBT) Sporting Goods Co”. In 
1978, FBT was FIFA certified – the first 
company in Asia to achieve this standing. 
Since then, it has sponsored many football, 
boxing, and multi-sporting events in 
the region.

FOUNDER: KAMOL CHOKEPHAIBULKIT

THAILAND

1952

1977

1994
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PHOTO BY LAURENT BALLESTA
FROM THE BOOK: GOMBESSA 

Watch Brands 
in Asia
Watches are not only status symbols, but also 
offer practicality and reliability. Here is a list of 
exceptional watch brands in Asia, reminding us 
of our relationship with time, but also letting 
us stop and admire the intricate detail and 
craftsmanship of a timepiece.

Exceptional 
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Blancpain
VILLERET, SWITZERLAND

Blancpain has been in the market for 
284 years, and is credited with being the 
oldest surviving watchmaking brand in the 
world. One of its notable achievements in 
its long history was the creation of 
one of the world’s first modern diving 
watches, Fifty Fathoms, in 1954, 
which is water-resistant up to 91 metres. 
The company claims that it has never 
produced a quartz watch, and continues 
to stick to its roots by making high-quality 
handmade mechanical watches, with every 
single piece unique for connoisseurs and 
everymen alike.

FOUNDER: JEHAN-JACQUES BLANCPAIN

1735

ESTABLISHED

CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE 

LAURENT BALLESTA

“In small caves 
at great depths – that is 
where Gombessa hides 
– and it is here that we 
need to go and seek 
him out.”

113



Tissot
LE LOCLE, SWITZERLAND

Tissot’s large range of pocket watches 
and pendant watches was immediately 
recognised at national and international 
exhibitions and chronometry 
competitions since its founding. Its 
collection is mostly in gold and richly 
decorated with complicated designs, 
taking much inspiration from styles such 
as Art Nouveau and Art Deco. In the 
early 1910s, the company launched its new 
creation of wristwatches. The collection 
was firstly made for women, which was 
made from gold, platinum and diamond 
pieces, and not long after, models for men 
were created.

FOUNDERS: CHARLES-ÉMILE TISSOT, 
CHARLES FÉLICIEN TISSOT

Rolex
LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

The use of wristwatches in the early 20th 
century wasn’t prized as it is now. 
Under the visionary spirit of Wilsdorf, 
Rolex was established to revolutionise the 
use of wristwatches. The name Rolex was 
brilliantly assembled after experimenting 
with different combinations of alphabets 
in every possible way, making it 
recognisable and easy to utter in any 
language. One of its outstanding feats is 
the creation of the world’s first waterproof 
and dustproof watch, the Oyster, in 1926.

FOUNDERS: HANS WILSDORF, ALFRED DAVIS

Oris
HÖLSTEIN, SWITZERLAND

Oris’s successful establishment brought 
in over 300 workers by 1911, making it the 
largest employer in Hölstein. In 1938, the 
company employed many highly skilled 
watchmakers and became one of the first 
employers to offer equal opportunities 
to both men and women. By 1997, Oris 
launched the world-first Worldtimer, a 
watch housing a patented function that 
allows local time to be adjusted forwards 
or backwards in one-hour jumps via 
buttons on either side of the case. Its 
iconic Red Rotor, which was introduced 
in 2002, symbolises the company’s 
philosophy of producing high-quality, 
Swiss-made mechanical watches with real-
world functions at an affordable price.

FOUNDERS: GEORGES CHRISTIAN, PAUL CATTIN

1905

1904

Omega
LA CHAUX-DE-FONDS, SWITZERLAND

Formerly operating as La Generale
Watch Co. under Louis Brandt, the family 
business was renamed Omega Watch Co. 
after it was handed to his two sons, Louis-
Paul and César. The brothers’ achievement 
in producing the 19-ligne calibre fuelled 
the change of the company name. By 1903, 
Omega had become the largest manufacturer 
of finished watches in Switzerland and 
had taken on the role of research and 
development facility. The brand’s first diving 
watch was introduced in 1932 and named 
the Marine – it can be taken to a depth of 135 
metres!

FOUNDER: LOUIS BRANDT

1848

FOUNDED

1853

PHOTO: ROLEX
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Popular Asian Brands

Casio
Apart from the production of electronics, 
Casio was also known for its wide variety 
of innovative wristwatches, including 
the creation of quartz watches. One of its 
significant achievements came about from 
the idea of an engineer during an internal 
meeting over 35 years ago. With the aim 
to produce watches that wouldn’t break 
when dropped, engineers undertook a 
continuous process of trial and error. As a 
result, the brand’s first G-SHOCK watch 
was launched in 1983.
 
FOUNDER: TADAO KASHIO

TOKYO, JAPAN

Seiko
Seiko made its pioneering achievement 
in 1913 when the first wristwatch in Japan 
made its debut. Its continuous growth led 
to the creation of the brand’s first Japanese 
diver’s watch in 1965. It is waterproof to 
a depth of 150 metres and was initially 
designated for use by the 8th Japanese 
Antarctic Research Expedition. 
Seiko achieved a milestone in 1969 when 
cal. 6139, the world’s first automatic 
chronograph watch equipped with both 
vertical clutch and column wheel, was 
introduced. In the same year, the world’s 
first quartz watch, the Seiko Quartz 
Astron, was launched.
 
FOUNDER: KINTARO HATTORI

CHŪŌ, TOKYO, JAPAN

Orient
Noted to be the forefront of mechanical 
watch production in Japan, Orient has 
been ever-pursuant in its single mission to 
offer high-quality, attainable timepieces 
with enduring style. It focuses on 
craftsmanship, reliability, precision, and 
beauty that stand the test of time. One 
of its greatest accomplishments was the 
creation of the Multi Year Calendar watch 
in 1976. The unique calendar function 
shows days 1 to 31, with only one crown 
adjustment needed per month.
 
FOUNDER: SHOGORO YOSHIDA

HINO, TOKYO, JAPAN

Titan
HOSUR, TAMILNADU, INDIA

Titan rose to prominence with the 
creation of analogue electronic quartz 
watches in 1987 and was immediately 
recognised as one of India’s leading 
personal lifestyle brands, bringing a 
paradigm shift to the Indian watch market. 
Titan’s audacious spirit even outshone 
Swiss watch brands when it became the 
world’s largest integrated own brand 
manufacturer of watches in the 1990s. 
Time truly has never stopped ticking for 
Titan!
 
FOUNDERS:  TATA INDUSTRIES AND TAMILNADU 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

PHOTO: SEIKO WATCH CORPORATION
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Citizen
YOKOHAMA, JAPAN

The Land model also features an 
altimeter that measures from 10,000m 
from ground level – higher than the tallest 
mountain on the Earth – to minus 300m 
below sea level. Meanwhile, the Sky model 
boasts an aviation scale and design using 
ground-air visual signal codes to enhance its 
characteristics as a professional pilot watch 
- a rare gem for its specialist audience!

FOUNDERS: RODOLPHE SCHMID,
KAMEKICHI YAKAMAZI

Since its founding in 1918, Citizen has held 
the belief that “Better Starts Now”, pledging 
to continue to cultivate positive change 
and the ongoing evolution of their craft. 
Citizen’s PROMASTER line celebrates 
30 years of adventure through tough 
terrains, ascending through crisp mountain 
air, and descending in the big blue.. In 
conjunction with the festivities, limited 
edition PROMASTER model are here for 
your escapades – through Asia’s expansive 
geography and beyond.

With a limited 1989 pieces available 
worldwide – in line with their founding 
year – available worldwide, the Land 
(BN4055-19L) and Sky (CC7015-55E) 
models boast a sleek, classic design that is 
water resistant up to 200 metres, feature 
a long battery life, and are intricately 
designed with a Super Titanium case and 
sapphire glass for maximal performance. 
Furthermore, the 30th anniversary logo and 
serial number are stamped on the case back 
– so you know you have the good stuff! 
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Save the BEYOND Campaign
Enter Eric Larsen. Polar explorer. 
Expedition guide. Educator. When we 
think of adventurers, we think of them 
aiming to be the first. But what if the 
aim is to be the last? Eric’s explorations 
include the first ever summer expedition 
to the North Pole (2006), and becoming 
the first person to reach the “top, bottom 
and roof” of the world within 365 days 
by trekking to the North and South 
Poles, and then summiting Mt. Everest 
(2009–2010). In 2014, Eric was part of the 
Last North Expedition, so named because 
climate change could make it the last ever 
unsupported expedition to the North 
Pole. All Eric’s expeditions are designed to 
educate people about the effects of global 
warming on some of the wildwest, remotest 
and most beautiful places on the planet.
Eric’s strong belief in the critical necessity 
of time – in hours, days, or over an 
extended period – is intertwined with 
Citizen’s Promaster line, whether for 
personal journeys, or one to save the Earth.

“The reality is that my trips aren’t 
about being first anymore, but about 
being the last.”

ERIC LARSEN
POLAR ADVENTURER
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PHILIPPINES 

Underwater Utopia
Diving for All

The Philippines is often referred to as the 
“Pearl of the Orient Seas”, and aptly so, 
considering its beautiful dive sites that are 
open to divers of all levels. The country has 
literally thousands of dive sites over 7000 
islands that offer expansive marine life, vibrant 
reefs, and wrecks that hold many stories 
conveying the nation’s rich and eventful 
history. Whether you’re new to the deep blue 
and appreciative of easy beach entries, or 
if you’ve been at it for a while and aspire to 
explore sunken wreck sites, the Philippines has 
it all in store for you.

Text by Shreya Acharya
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MAIN 
A beautiful sunset over 
Anilao waters

Anilao

PHILIPPINE S

Basura
Anilao, Batangas

Basura is the original muck site, and arguably 
the best. After all, the word basura directly 
translated from Tagalog is “trash”, so you 
know it’s the real deal! The dive site is a 
sand reef that is covered muck, but there is 
nothing “yuck” about this! Be mesmerised by 
flamboyant cuttlefish, harlequin shrimp, mimic 
octopus, and xenon crabs, but also expect 
to see frogfish, Coleman shrimp, sea moths, 
wonderpusses, bigfin reef squid, juvenile 
brown bamboo sharks, and Spanish dancers by 
the bushels. 

Why visit: Muck/critter diving
How to get there: Fly to Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport in Manila, then do a three-hour drive.
Best time to go: November to May
Difficulty Level: Beginner to advanced

Okikawa Maru
Coron Bay, Palawan

The Okikawa Maru is the largest wreck in 
Coron Bay, which briefly served as a harbor 
for Japanese warships during World War II. 
The former civilian tanker was sunk in 1944 by 
an American air raid, and it now lies upright 
in 26 metres of water. The main deck is only 
around 12 metres deep, however, making this 
a shallow and easy wreck dive as long as you 
don’t venture inside. Advanced divers will want 
to enjoy various deep penetrations and swim-
throughs. There’s abundant marine around the 
wreck, including groupers, sweetlips, lionfish, 
and nudibranchs.

DIVING IN THE PHILIPPINES

Why visit:  Wreck diving
How to get there: Fly to Busuanga Airport, Palawan. 
From there, it’s an hour’s drive in a jeepney to 
Coron Town.
Best time to go: Year round
Difficulty Level: Beginner to advanced

CORON 
ISL A ND

Coron Bay
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TOP
A pygmy seahorse

BOTTOM
Wreck divers in Sabang

Monad Shoal
Malapascua, Cebu
 
Monad is the only place in the world that 
guarantees sightings of thresher sharks, 
and brings you up close despite their shy 
personalities – but make sure you’re out 
there early! The site is a 40-minute boat ride 
from Malapascua Island. Thresher sharks and 
manta rays can be seen all year round, while 
hammerheads can be seen between December 
and April. There are also reef sharks, tuna, 
barracuda, trevally, jacks and sea snakes. If 
you keep your eyes peeled, you can also find 
nudibranchs, frogfish, flatworms, pygmy 
seahorses, seamoths, cuttlefish, octopus and all 
manner of miniature crustaceans in this 
underwater paradise. 

Why visit: Thresher sharks
How to get there: Fly to Cebu, then take a three-hour drive 
and a 20-minute boat ride to Malapascua.
Best time to go: Year round 
Difficulty Level: Advanced

Puerto Galera
Mindoro

Puerto Galera is a UNESCO Biosphere 
Reserve with over 40 dive sites, offering 
incredibly diverse underwater experiences in 
the heart of the Coral Triangle. Coral Cove is 
an excellent macro diving site with a sloping 
reef filled with nudibranchs, ribbon eels, 
pipefish, frogfish, seahorses, and orangutan 
crabs. The three Sabang wrecks offer a variety 
of marine life that can be spotted as you cruise 
along atop the decaying vessels.

Why visit:  Macro, wrecks, and critter diving
How to get there: Fly to Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport in Manila, then take a three-hour bus to 
Batangas. From there, it is an hour by ferry from 
Batangas pier to Puerto Galera Ferry Terminal.
Best time to go: November to May
Difficulty Level: Advanced

LEFT PAGE TOP
A majestic manta ray

LEFT  PAGE BOTTOM
A glimpse of the shy 
thresher shark

Malapascua
Island

CE BU

MINDORO

Puerto Galera
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INDIA 

Overland Wonderland
Exploring Mumbai

If the phrase “bustling city” had an image to go with it, Mumbai, 
the capital of Maharashtra, would come to mind. As the most 
populous city and the financial capital of India, it is always on the 
move, and has earned the title of being the “city that never sleeps”. 
Previously known as Bombay, Mumbai consists of seven islands 
by the coast of the Arabian Sea which are connected by bridges 
and landfill. The city is a magnet for dreamers, entrepreneurs, 
lovers, travellers, and people from all walks of life alike. Whether 
it is Bollywood glitz and glamour, or UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites that speak to its deep-rooted history and culture, Mumbai 
has something for everyone. After all, Mohammed Rafi, one of 
India’s most influential musicians, created the famous hit Yeh Hai 
Bombay, Meri Jaan – This Is Bombay, My Life – for a reason!

Text by Shreya Acharya
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Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
Terminus, Fort
The Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
Terminus, formerly known as Victoria 
Terminus, is a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site and a railway station that carries 166 
years of history. It was initially named 
after Queen Victoria, celebrating her 
50th year of rule. However, its name was 
changed in 1996 to honour Shivaji, the 
17th-century founder of the Maratha 
Empire, whose name is often preceded 
by Chhatrapati, a royal title. In 2017, 
Maharaj, or “Great King”, was added to 
the name, serving a second royal title. The 
famous architectural landmark was built 
in a Victorian Gothic-revival style, and is 
blended with themes deriving from Indian 
traditional architecture. The terminus 
became a commercial palace representing 
the economic wealth of the nation at the 
time, and still serves as the headquarters 
of India’s Central Railway. It is one of the 
busiest railway stations in India. 

Gateway of India, Colaba
The Gateway of India, Mumbai’s most 
iconic historical monument built, was 
built during British colonial rule in the 
country. The triumphal arch was made to 
commemorate the visit of King George 
V and Queen Mary to Mumbai (then 
Bombay) in December 1911. However, its 
construction started in March 1911 and was 
finished only 13 years later, which meant 
the royal visit was actually welcomed by a 
mock cardboard structure! Constructed 
in a stunning Indo-Saracenic architectural 
style, this huge stone monument stands tall 
with four bartizans and detailed latticework 
– a must-see on any visit to the city!

Things to see whilst walking through Mumbai

MAIN
The Gateway of India 
glows at sunset

TOP
The Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj 
Terminus in Mumbai 
is the most iconic 
railway station in 
the country
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Haji Ali Dargah, Worli
Serving as a mosque and tomb (dargah), 
Haji Ali Dargah is an iconic landmark in 
Mumbai that seems to float in the middle 
of the sea. Its Indo-Islamic architectural 
style and accompanying legend attracts 
about 80,000 tourists and devotees to the 
monument each week, and it welcomes 
people of all religions and backgrounds. 
The mosque was built in the 19th century 
and houses the tomb of Saint Pir Haji Ali 
Shah Bukhari. The story goes that Peer 
Haji Ali was a wealthy Muslim merchant 
who donated all of his wealth and started 
his pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca, 
but then fell ill on the journey. Upon 
his request, his casket was put into the 
Arabian Sea and it miraculously floated up 
to the shores of Mumbai. 
 

Marine Drive
Commonly referred to as the Queen’s 
Necklace due to its resemblance to a 
string of pearls in a necklace when viewed 
at night from high above, Marine Drive 
stretches along the Arabian Sea for about 
three kilometres. The road’s official 
name – Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
Road – honours an Indian nationalist 
politician who acted as prime minister 
in the Provisional Government of Free 
India from 1943 until his death in 1945. 
Marine Drive is perfect for architecture 
enthusiasts, beach dwellers, and even the 
leisurely stroller, and is best visited on 
foot for the impressive sights it promises 
and the quaint cafs it has on offer. We 
recommend early evening visits, so that 
you can soak in the fresh sea air and see 
the lights come on, igniting the city that 
never sleeps.
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What’s on
ADEX (Asia Dive Expo) India: 
“Dedicated to a Plastic-Free Ocean”

With a belief in bringing together the 
various industry sectors, thought leaders, 
key-decision makers, and communities 
from the world of diving and ocean 
conservation on a single platform, ADEX 
has progressively expanded its reach from 
Singapore to China, and now, for the first 
time, to India from October 4 to 6, 2019. 
ADEX is more than a dive show, serving 
as an international hub to all ocean lovers, 
diving enthusiasts, and diving and travel 
businesses for more than 25 years.

This October we’re joined by 
India’s finest marine life artists, scuba 
divers, freedivers, technical divers, 
film makers, marine conservationists 
and photographers, all of whom will 
speak about their ocean-related work 
and passions, with the main focus on 
attaining a plastic-free ocean. The event 
will also be featuring the very best the 
diving world has to offer – from diving 
equipment manufacturers and retailers to 
training agencies, dive operators, national 
tourism boards, specially curated hands-
on educational activities for children of 
all ages, and more. ADEX India 2019 will 
be the one-stop place for everything dive 
related, offering something for all divers 
and divers-to-be!

INMEX SMM India Expo and 
Conference

At the same time, the International Trade 
Fair for Shipbuilding, Machinery and 
Marine technology (INMEX SMM) will 
be happening in Mumbai from October 
3-5, 2019. As the trade fair for shipbuilding, 
machinery and marine technology, 
INMEX SMM takes place every two years 
in Mumbai. Visitors and exhibitors from 
all over the world representing the current 
state of the maritime industry worldwide 
will introduce their latest technologies as 
well as share knowledge about the latest 
products, innovations, trends and services 
from around the globe.

LEFT
Haji Ali Dargah, 
about 150 metres 
into the 
Arabian Sea

ADEX INDIA
MUMBAI DIVE SHOW

4-6 OCTOBER, 2019
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“You can take the boy out of 
Bombay; you can’t take Bombay 
out of the boy, you know.”

Salman Rushdie
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In 2019, ASIAN Geographic is celebrating 20 years of 
bringing Asia to the world, and we have an exciting 
lineup ahead in 2020. Our editorial calendar will be 
based on a philosophical approach to Wu Xing, or the 
five elements in Chinese philosophy – Water, Wood, Fire, 
Earth, and Metal – with our last issue of the year projected 
to focus on bringing these elements together, all
through travel.

Our first five 2020 issues will be colour-coded in blue, 
green, red, brown, and silver, respectively, to address 
our concurrent themes, and each issue will include a 
PASSPORT section that will focus on a specific region in 
Asia. The sixth and final issue of the year will be an ASIAN 
Geographic PASSPORT special edition that will combine 
all these elements and their associated colours, making 
the entire year’s publication come together in a stunning, 
rich hue – making up the perfect collection!

ASIAN Geographic magazine 
is going through a rehaul! 
Featuring 2020 editorial lineup

Elements of Life,
Colours of Asia 

An inherent part of our 
lives, the water element 
is downward and inward, 
and its energy is stillness 
and conserving. This issue 
covers everything blue, 
whether by taking a plunge 
into the waters – where we 
will swim amongst issues 
of ocean governance, 
conservation, sustainability, 
or diving – or even just by 
sipping on the Asian-native 
butterfly pea flower tea 
from the pods planted in 
your garden.

Wood, sometimes 
translated as Tree, 
symbolises growth and 
longevity, much like the 
bamboo stems that are 
strong, flexible, and some 
of the fastest growing 
plants in the world. As the 
first phase of Wu Xing, it 
also signifies the birth and 
beginning of life. This issue 
celebrates and navigates 
through the most 
important thing known to 
the living: Life itself.

The motion of fire is 
upward and its energy is 
expansive, representing 
dynamism, strength, 
persistence, and 
prosperity. This issue 
will look at brightness, 
warmth, heat and the full 
bloom of flowers, fruits, 
and creativity in the arts 
and culture of Asia.

Earth is a balance of both 
yin and yang. Its motion is 
inward and centering, and 
its energy is stabilising 
and conserving. Earth is 
associated with practicality, 
hard work and stability. 
In this issue, we look 
at Asia balancing 
sustainability, conservation, 
and economic growth, as 
well as exciting solutions 
that can spur a new green 
economy while shining a 
spotlight on marine and 
wildlife conservation.
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Metal’s motion is 
inwards, and its 
energy is contracting. 
Metal attributes are 
firmness, rigidity, 
persistence, strength, and 
determination. This issue of 
ASIAN Geographic looks at 
all the special festivals and 
remembrance days that 
are celebrated by different 
countries and cultures all 
across Asia, as we contract 
and combine the things 
that make this continent so 
vast, yet so unique.

This PASSPORT special 
edition will bring all the five 
elements together into a 
full circle, as it is meant to 
be, and we will explore all 
the corners of Asia through 
Wu Xing. Water, Wood, 
Fire, Earth, and Metal will 
encompass the largest 
continent in 
the world, 
and all the 
regions in Asia 
will be seen 
through this 
exceptional 
lens. 
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DEDICATED TO A
PLASTIC–FREE OCEAN

ASIA LEADING DIVE HUB
DECADES OF DEDICATION TOWARDS DIVING INDUSTRY

GLOBE SERIES/ADEX

VISION 2020
OCEAN

APRIL 17–19
SU NT EC S ING A P O RE

APRIL 17

www.adex.asia

In conjunction with

ADEX CHINA
BEIJING DIVE SHOW

JULY, 2020

MUMBAI DIVE SHOW

OCTOBER, 2020
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2015
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2017
(GOLD)
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2018
(SILVER)
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ADEX 
SUSTAINABLE OCEAN AMBASSADOR
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Association for Asia and the Pacific

with Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
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